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PRE FA CE. 



The following tlioughis on Uie duty of nor.-fellowsliip with slavcholiling 
clmrches were prepared for the Examiner, (Loiilrtviilo, Ky.,) during the fall of 
1849. That pr.i)er stopping boforo tlio articles were completed, llicy were con- 
tinued in the JVatioyial Era. Friends have solicited that thoy be prepared for 
publication in a jiamphlet or tract form. They have been written just as llic 
writer could seize moments of leisure from pastoral duties ; otherwise tliey 
would probably have been more condensed. Eor some trains of thought, ilio 
writer acknowledges his indebtedness to a tract on the same subject by 
William Goodkll. Tiic writer felt free to make use of his thoughts in a 
gratuitous effort to get trutli before the minds of the readers of the Exaviiiur, 
circulating as it did in a slave State. The whole has been revised and enlaruvd, 
and is now submitted to the public, with the hope that the feeble cflbrts put 
forth in its preparation may result in good. 

JOHN G. FEE. 

Cabin Creek P. 0., Lcicis County^ ICij., 1851. 
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NB-MELLOWSHIP WITH SLAVEHOLDERS. 



NON-FELLOVrSIIIF WITH SLAVEHOLDERS THE DUTY OF 

c^UISTIA:^'s. 

Fiio^r the above caption, we do not wish to convey the idea 
tliat slaveliolders are, in ail respects, the most abandoned 
cliaracters. Often they are, in otlier respects, virtuous, indus- 
trious, humane, and amiable ])crsons. But under the all- 
povrciful influence of a false religion, custom, and sanction of 
law, they have become oppressors and extortioners in the 
worst form, violating the plainest principles of natural justice. 

Under the influence of religion, custom, and law, in the days 
of Manasseh, persons otherv/ise amiable and humane would 
dash their innocent offspring into the frames of burning Moloch. 
Under the influence of religion, custom, and law, in the 
days of Pagan Rome, persons in other respects amiable and 
virtuous were the most unblushing fornicators and adulter- 
oi\>. We might mention hundreds of instances, in which 
]H'rsons, in other respects possessing characters of the highest 
cniinnendation, yet, under the suasivc and bHnding influence 
ot a f-ilse religion, custom, and law, have lived in the practice 
ot some one great wrong. So with slaveliolders now in our 
^and. ])ut wliilst we make the above concessions respecting 
the character of slaveholders, wlmt do they show? They 
^iiow that, in other respects, excellent spirits may and do 
become the per])etrators of the most grievous wrongs and 
launous vices, and thereby the necc'ssity\>f greater fidelity on 
tlie ])art of the church ; for, as we shall hereafter show, on 
questions of morals, the church forms pul>lic sentiment, and 
rnblic sentiment, law. Hence the nccessitv of the chureli 
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haiug; free from llio sanction of slaveliolding, and all other 
immoralities. 

From the days of IS^ovatian, A. D. 251, down to the pres- 
ent, Protestants have taught the duty of having no fellow- 
ship Avitli certain immoralities. Then, more especially tlum 
with any other immorality, should Christians have no fellow- 
ship with slavehoiding. 

TvEASONS. 

I. God commands Christians so to do. 

The apostle, specifying some of the characters to bo disci- 
plined, excluded from the fellowship of tlic chm*ch, says: 

Now, I have wi-itten unto you not to keep company, if any 
man that is called a brother be a fornicator, or covetous, or 
an idolater, or a railer, or a drunkard, or an EXTORTioxEii ; 
Avith such an one, no, not to eat." 1 Cor. v. 11. That 
slavery is the worst form of extortion practised by men, 
few will deny. To extort is " to draw from by force — to gain 
by oppression." — Webster, 

When the tyrants of Eui'opo and Asia seize, even by form 
of law, the property of the poor tenant, or serf, and leave liini 
scarce a titlie, as a substance for himself and poor family, wc 
call that extortion. 

Wiien, in our own country, a covetous man finds his 
neighbor and fiimily in want, lends the neiglibor money to 
meet his necessities, demanding, however, as usury, a hundred 
per cent., whicli he knows his neighbor will give rather tlian 
sacrilico his property, or starve, and when the day of })ay- 
ment comes, some mishap having prevented payment, for the 
present, of more than the principal, tlie covetous man seizes 
by form of oppressive law the homestead of his neighbor, 
sells it at less than a tentli of its value, bidding it in for his own 
use, and thus depriving his neighbor of his only home for 
himself and helpless children, and receiving not only the 
principal, but more than ten hundred times an equivalent for 
liis usury, — this we call extortion. Yet, as in Asia, or in 
European countries, the neighbor has what is yet more dear, 
himself, his wife, and children. 

Still strono'er. The original v>-ord translated "extortioner" 
adnnts of a still stronger meaning than we have supposed— 
that of lawless robberv; as when a band of men meets a 
poor man by the wayside, and tears from him the money 
which he luis ju>t rc-ceived for his year's toil, and that vatli 
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wliicli to minister to tlie coniU;)rts and Avants of a poor 
family, — tbi^^, too, is extortion. Now, there is not a cluircli 
ill tlie land but would discipline church racDihers for acts 
like the above. And yet, this is nothing in comparison 
with slaveiy, which takes from the poor man, not only tlx) 
pi'oeeeds of his labor for a year, but for a whole life-time — 
yea, his wife, his child; the most outrao-ed of all God's 
creatures, he may not own himself. Too often, his body 
fettered with chains, his mind veiled in ignorance, and his 
soiil left in loathsome vice, ho is the child of sorrow in life, 
and tlie heir of hell for eternity. .Does the sun look upon 
such a system of extortion ? Well did Wesley call it the 
sum of all villanies." And is such disciplinable ? If wo 
would discipline the lesser degree of extortion, how much 
more should wo discipline the greater ! If a church member 
should, at a game of chance, win and take from his neighbor 
five dollars, wo would soon discipline or exclude that man, 
on the ground tliat he took from his neighbor money, the 
proceeds of his labor for five days, witliout giving liim an 
equivalent, and plead the act as " going beyond and defraud- 
ing his neighbor." But what is fivo dollars, the proceeds 
of the man's labor for five days, compared with tlie proceeds 
of his labor for a hfe-time, and the ownership of himself, his 
wife and children, together with the privilege of worsliipping 
liis God as he chooses, and being a freeman ? If it be right 
to discipline, exclude the smaller, how much more, oh ! 
how much more should we exclude the greater wrong ! 

Again: the New Testament declares that the "law is 
made fur * menstealers,' " (1 Tim. i. 10,) or, as vvc shall sec, 
" slaveholders." This crime is placed along with " murderei's," 
and other characters, " the most flagitious of mortals." 

The word winch is here translated "menstealei-s," pi'imarily 
moans slaveholders ; and tlie passage condemns slaveholding 
as well as kidnapping. The original Greek word for men- 
stoalers is ai/fiparfoStaT^j^j (cmdnqjodhics^ This is formed from 
the vei'b ai'SpartoStfo, (see Eobinson,) which means to " en- 
.-lave." This is its true and primary meaning. No man 
can or will dispute this. Aj^Spartofitcz^j;^, comino; from this 
vorl), means " one who makes a slave in any of the senses of 
aiSpartof^^co." — Donncgan. Then aj'6p«^^^'f^'^«'f» the word 
^vlnch, in the above text, is translated menstcalers, means 
not only those who kidnap or seize men and bring them into- 
bondage, but also, and primarily, it means those who enslave 
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men — hold tlicm in bondage. This view is also ni accorcl- 
aiicG with reason and justice. Is not the participant of 
crime as guilty as the perpetrator of the first act? Is not 
the smuggler of goods as guilty as lie ^vlio first stole ? And 
suppose human laws sliould say the smuggler shall bo 
protected, could these laws rdter the moral character of the 
deed? Could they make black, white — evil, good? And 
should the smuggler take advantage of this law, — force of 
numbers, would he be any the less guilty in the sight of tlio 
moral law, and of God? Every man must say he would 
not. 

The above exposition, has been confirmed by some of tlio 
highest ecclesiastical authorities in Christendom. In the 
Confession of Faith of the Presbyterian Church, as amended 
by act of the General Assembly of 1'794, and appended to 
the 142(1 question of the Larger Catechism, will be found 
the following note in exposition of 1 Tim. i. 10, the text 
under consideration : " ' The law is made for 7nen stealers.'' 
This crime among the Jews exposed the perpetrators of it, 
as wo have seen, to capital punishment; (sec Exod. xxi. 17 ;) 
and the apostle here classes them vrith sinners of the first 
rank. The v/ord he uses, in its original import, comprehends 
all who are concerned in bringing any of the human race 
into slavery, or in retaining them in it. Stealers of men arc 
those who bring off slaves or freemen, and keep, sell, or buy 
them. *To steal a freeman,' says Grotius, * is the higliest 
kind of thctt. In other instances we only steal human 
property ; but wlien wo steal or rcktm men in slavery, wo 
seize those who in common with ourselves are constituted, 
by the original givant, lords of the earth.' Gen. i. 28." 

Dr. Adam Clark, a Methodist divine, in his comment on 
the above text, has these words : "ArSpaTtoSccrr'atc, Slave- 
dealers — whether those who carry on the traflic in human 
flesh and blood, or those wlio steal a person in order to sell 
him into bondage, or those who buy such stolen men or 
women, no matter of what color, or what country/ ; or the 
nations who legalize or connive at such tniffie ; all these are 
menstealers, and God classes them with the most fljigitious 
of mortals." 

That slaveholding is as sinful as the first kidnapping (in 
kindness we say it) must ]>o manifest upon a moment's re- 
tlcctiun. In what does the sin of kidna)')piiK»* consist ? Not 
:n Mmply removuig a man irom one country to anutner, pro- 
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vidod it is clone ^vitli his consent, for in so doing you may 
oTcatly improve his condition ; and if you leave him a free- 
pnan, lie will be very thankful for it. Nor does it consist in 
rescuing him from those who have robbed him of his liberty ; 
as when Abraham rescued Lot from the four kings wdio had 
enslaved him. (Gen. xiv. IG.) Abraham found Lot a 
slave — rescued him from tlie hand c the oppressor — changed 
Ills location. But Abraham did not continue to hold him a 
slave, but left him a freeman. To Lot, the act was inesti- 
mable ; and it w-as one so replete w'ith disinterested benevo- 
lence and Christian duty, that Holy Writ will transmit it. as 
a v.'ortby and noble example to Adam's last son. Then the 
sill of manstealing or of kidnapping must consist in holding 
tlic man in bondage: Now this is the thing done by the 
slaveholder. It is clear then that the law in condemnino^ the 
nianstealer equally condemns the slaveholder, for the sin of 
each is the same — the withholding /rc'(?(:/o??i from man. 

And since kidnapping is punished by the nation with 
death, and since the crime of slaveholding is the same as 
tliat of kidnapping — that of dej^riving man of his liberty ; 
and since slavebreeders do the act of pouncing upon the 
infant, and putting it in bonds, the act called kidnapping; 
and since the slavebuyer is no better, only continuing the 
deed; and since the church claims not the prerogative of 
originating laws to regulate human conduct, but the duty of 
enforcing such as God has made, why will she not execute 
tlie Law which condemns slaveholdino- ? 

Then, if we do not execute the law just referred to, and 
do not refuse "to eat," to fellowship this worst of extor- 
tioners, w^e are guilty of disobeying God. " With such, no, 
not to eat." " Put away from among yourselves that 
wicked man." 

I>o you say, the church government with which you are 
connected is such, that the lay members have no vote or say 
in the work of discipline ? We answer, you did wrong in 
joining such a church ; and your own w^rongdoing lessens 
not the claim of God upon you to do your duty in purity- 
inc,^ his church. It is a point in human as w^ell as divine 
la^y, that we may not take advantage of our own wrong- 
doing, to continue in w^'ong. 

2. \ou should immediately join, or assist in organizing a 
cnurch on such principles of mutual equality, that you, in 
common with every other member, should have an equal 
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opportunity to obey God, in disciplining the Avickcd per- 
son." At Corinth, the chiircli — the whole church — was 
called upon to do this work ; not a pope, bisliop, nor privi- 
leged few. God has made the duty of discipline obligatory 
upon each and every member of his church — " his body." 
And we are individually accountable for the immo] alitios we 
neglect to discipline. See Rev. xviii. 4 : " That ye be not 
jjartakers of her sins." 

Do you again say, The majority is against me ; the consti- 
tution of the church with which I am connected ; or that the 
controlling influences are against me ? We answer : 

1. This does not lessen the claim, the command of God 
upon you. The wrong action of a majority will be no excuse 
for you in disobeying the command of God in fellowship- 
ping iniquity. It is your duty to obey God, let others do as 
they may, and let the consequences be what they may. 

2, It will then be your duty to come out^ from such a 
church, and organize one on true and gospel principles. The 
object of secession is the same as that of discipline — tlie 
purity of the church, saving her from the sanction of wick- 
edness, and from corruption, and each member from being a 
" partaker of her sins." When a church comes to the fellow- 
ship of such iniquity as that of slaveholding, and the control- 
ling influence deliberately refuses discipline, God says to the 
true Christians, " Come out of her, my people, that ye be not 
partakers of her sins, and that ye receive not of her plagues." 
Kev. xviii. 4,. The term Babylon, as used in the context, 
cannot refer to the literal Babylon, built in the land of Clinl- 
dea. This had been destroyed hundreds of years before the 
words of .the text were written. But, as the real Babylon 
was prominent in corrupting the true religion of God, and as 
Egypt and Epliraim were prominent enemies of God's peo- 
ple, and therefore the terms Egypt and Ephraim were used to 
designate enemies in general, so the term Babylon was used 
to designate corrupt churches in general, — the Church of 
Rome, and all other churclics introducing great corruptions 
or vices into the church. And the doctrine taught is, that 
the people of God should come out from such a church. 

Thus, Whitby, in his comment on this text, declaring tViO 
duty of good Christians, says : " They are warned with faith- 
fulness, constancy, and zeal to attcDipt a reformation of tlicin 
(the sins mentioned in the chapter) at least among themselves, 
by an open and resolute sqyaratM'' Scott, in his commeut 
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oil iliis i^.mxiQ, passage, says : " Tliis summons concerns all per- 
sona in every age ; they who bchcve in Christ should sc^xi- 
ratc from so corrupt a church, and from all others that coj)y 
liiT example of idolatry, persecution, o'uelty, and iyranny^ 
aiul avoid being partakers of lier sins, even if they have re- 
nounced her communion, or else they may expect to bo 
ijivolvod in lier plagues." The duty enjoined is that of seces- 
sion from any church that becomes alike corrupt. And what 
adds to the force and applicability of the text under consid- 
eration, is, it was there foretold that mystic Babylon would 
practise the very sin under discussion — traffic in "slaves and 
^ouis of mon." (Sec verso 3.) Do you say, " Our church 
does not allow buying and selling, or, at least, I do not buy 
and sell — I only hold what I have bought, or what has been 
given to me, or to Sally or Mary, my wife" ? AYe answer : 
The sin of slavery consists, not in buying and selling, the 
more transfer of claims for a few pieces of silver, but in with- 
holding from the innocent man his natural right — liberty ^per- 
somil oivmrsliii^. For, whatever I may lawfully (that is, in 
the sight of God's law) hold as property, I may lawfully sell. 
There is no sin in selling a bushel of wheat, or a horse, pro- 
vided I have obtained the horse by honest means ; but if not, 
thou it would be sinful for me to sell it to another man. As 
til on it is not sinful to sell that which we may lawfully hold 
as property, and as selling the bodies and souls of men, slaves, 
is hore represented as sinful, slavcholding must be sinful in the 
sight of God;^ and accordingly he decreed, "lie that steal- 
cth and selleth a man, or if he found in his hands, he shall 
surely be put to death," Exod. xxiv. IG. 

The sin of mystic Babylon, then, ,vas slaveholding ; and 
C'od commands his people to come out from such a church, 
" iVom all who copy her example." Do you say she was 
laoro corruj)t than this — she practised fornication, sanctioned 
or tolerated it in her members ? AVe answer : So do almost 
all the denominations of Christians in the Southern States of 
our own country, in their slave members. I know multiplied 



It hc^iv^ not sinful to soil tlint wliicli wc m.iy lawful! i/ hold as 
property, our Motliodist brethren sliow that they regard slavcliolding 
as sin, by forbulding in tliuir Di.-^cipline the buyirii^- jind selling of 
f^laves. And if it tlup, confe.->cdiy, is si7i, why liot treat it as sin, by 
liHvin:^ no fellowship with it ? Ti'ie apostle said : " Happy is he that 
condc'inneth not himself in that wlilch he alloweth." 
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instances of such, and thcro is no more disciphne in their 
cases than if they vrero so nnany hogs or cattle ! 

Jlere then is the "sum of all villanies," and the chmax of 
polhition. If this may not bo excluded, what need be ? If 
a church may feliowship the "sum" — the highest — " of all 
villanies," such a church might, of course, fellowship all 
sniallcr villanies. And then what difference would there bo 
between such a cliurch and the world ? Where would bo 
the utility of such a cluu'ch ? Would such a church be " the 
light of the world " ? In God is no darkness at all — that is, 
no currnption ; and the cliurch n.iembers or Christians are to 
1)0 " perfect as tlieir Father in lieaven is perfect." The church 
of Christ is to be " v/ithout s2)ot^ or wrinkle, or anv such 
thing." 

jJo you F.ay, as we know some do, " I hold no slaves, and 
therefore feel no compunctions of conscience about "eating 
with, or fellowshipping slaveholders"? What ! do you feel 
no compunction of conscience in disobeying God, when ho 
has [)osit.ively commanded you " not to eat with extortioners," 
and to " put away that wicked person" ? 

And though you own not a slave, is non-possession tho 
end of duty, when corruption is in the church to v»'hicli you 
bi.'long? h)o you act upon the ground of ncuti'ality in the 
cause of temperance ? True, you are not a dramseller, you 
make no drunkards ; but is that enouLch ? Do not God 
and society call upon you to "come out and be ye separate' 
— sepai-atc from those who are the friends and apologists for 
dram-drinking? And is it not equally your duty to come 
out from those who are enslaving and oppressing your fellow- 
men, and to give your name and your influence on tho side 
of liberty, and that too when God commands you to do so ? 
Th(i question is not whether you do or do not own a slave, 
but whether you will oheij God^ when, as we have seen, ho 
commands you " not to eat with an extortioner," as a brother 
in llic church ; to " put away from you that wicked person 
to "come out from those tradino* in the bodies and souls of 
men." Again, God says : "Have no fellowship with the un- 
fruitful works of darkness." And is not slaver v :i vvork of 
darkness, that is, of wickedness ? Again : " Now we com- 
juand vou, brethren, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
that ye withdraw yourselves from every brotlier that wali^eni 
disorderly." 2 Tlies. iii. 6. And if the practice of man-steal- 
ing — the worst of extortion, " the sum of all villanies" — be 
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nut disorderly walking, then no crime can be. And if slave- 
holding be disorderly walking, the command to withdraw from 
suck is plain. 

Ao'ain : " AVherefore, come out from amono; tliem, and bo 
ye 6t7;am^e,saith the Lord, and touch not the unclean thing; 
and 1 will receive you, and will be a Father unto you, and ye 
shall be my sons and daughters, saith the Lord Almighty." 
" Gome out of her, my people, that ye be not jxr?'^ato-5 of 
her sins, and that ye receive not of her plagues." God Al- 
mighty lis, plainly commands non-fellowshij) with gross im- 
moralities, as he does that we do not lie or murder. And we 
may just as well knowingly disobey any or all of God's com- 
ij)andments, as this one ; for "whosoever shall keep the whole 
law, yet offend in one point, he is guilty of all." Iho question 
then is, not whether you are a non-slaveholder, and opposed 
to shivery, and talk against it ; but the question is, whether 
you ivill obey God when he so plainly and often commands 
you to " put away the wicked person," to " have no fellowship 
with such," to " withdraw," to " come out." 1 

I 

n. Fidelity to souls around us requires that we have no 
fellowship with slavery in the churches. 

The salvation of souls depends much upon the imrity of 
tlio reigning religion of the land. If the religion of the land 
teaches fundamental errors, (that is, errors opposed to the 
fundamental principles of God's religion, love to God and 
love to man. Matt. xxii. 37-40 ; and slavery, as we have 
seen, is such,) these errors will be believed, and the soul of 
the believer ruined for time and eternity. I may beheve that 
baptism should be administered in a certain form ; I may 
believe in the doctrine of arbitrary decrees of God, and in 
such case may be in error ; yet these errors of themselves will 
not ruin the soul, because the error is not fundamental — does 
not lead to states of heart and practices Avhich necessarily 
corrupt the soul and exclude from heaven. But errors fun- 
damental do. Thus Paul, describing heathen nations, says : 
"They changed the truik of God into a lie^ and served the 
creature rather than the Creator ; and as they did not like to 
retain God in their knowledge," (the character of God was 
contrary to their interests, practices, or prejudices, as now-a- 
days ; and not liking to know the truth,) " God gave them 
over to a reprobate mind ; and being filled with unrighteous- 
^icss J f arnica tlony loickedness^ covetousness, maliciousness ; 
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tliey which commit sucli things arc worthy of death." See 
Eom. i. 25-32. The process was, truth was converted into 
error ; this, believed and practised, residted in death. 

Again, the same apostle, describing the man of sin cor- 
rupting truth, and thereby ruining souls, says : " Whose 
coming is after the working of Satan, with all power and 
signs and lying wonders, with all deceivableness of unright- 
eousness in them that perish ; because they received not the 
love of the tnii/i, that they might be saved. And for this 
cause [because thev sought not for truth] God shall send them 
[or as it may be rendered, permit] strong delusion, that they 
might be damned who believed not the truth, but had pleasure 
in unrighteousness." See 2 Thes. ii. 0-12. Again, truth is 
perverted ; souls believe the falsehood and are damned. Fun- 
damental error taught and received, as certainly ruins the soul 
as poison docs the body. Now, in violation of the truth, that 
" God has made man of one blood, is himself no respecter of 
persons, and requires man to love his neighbor as himself, 
and do as he would be done by — not to covet any thing that 
is his neighbors, nor defraud him in any matter," our pro- 
slavery divines, sustained and aided in the work by the 
churches, teach the people that they may enslave and rob 
their fellow-beings of their birthrights, practise upon them 
the vilest extortion the sun ever looked upon, and yet be saints 
and go to heaven. Thus they give God the lie, and deceive 
souls ; for God says : " Be not deceived ; for neither thieves, 
nor covetous, nor extortioners shall inherit the kingdom of 
God." 1 Cor, vi. 0, 10. Is any man a knowing and delibe- 
rate slaveholder without being both a covetous man and an 
extortioner ; yea, a robber of natural rights ? And docs not 
slaveholding engender and cultivate covetousness, pride, cru- 
elty, and hardness of heart? Are these Christian virtacs? 
Ilave old things passed away, and all things become new, 
when these feelings of selfishness still remain ? The uproot- 
ing of self and the implantation of love is the bc^ ginning, the 
essential part of all true religion. See Matt. xxii. 37-40. 
Are not souls deluded when they are taught that they can be 
selfish, unjust, and oppressive, and yet go to heaven ? And 
are we acting in good faith to our fellow-beings w^hen we are 
leading them to perdition with a false, a corrupt religion ? 

Reader, suppose you were associated with Dr. Jayno, or the 
Graefenbei'g Company, and, with covenant vows boforc God 
and the world to consult the welfare of your fellow-citizens, 
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to prepare and vend genuine and pure specifics ; and the 
company, for the sake of gain, should commence vending all 
over the nation spurious articles — yea, those knowingly im- 
prciiniatcd with destructive poisons — and in addition to this, 
veil Faw your neighbors and relatives around you wasting 
away from the noxious effects of the poisons, or writhing in 
n!i!2:iiish, and dropping into the tomb like leaves of autumn ; 
and all the wdiile you were presiding in the councils of the 
company, sharing in the dividends, and with your money and 
intliience supporting the officers and agents of the conipany 
in their work of death, — would you feel that you were acting 
in good faith to your fellow-men ? 

And suppose you felt such conduct to be wa*ong, would it 
be sufficient to scold and complain against those pouring in 
the poison, and yet remain a component part of the company 1 
Would not God and man justly hold you guilty of murder, 
whilst you held fellowship wnth, and gave your 7ia.7ne and 
means tb the support of the company? Reader, murderous 
as would be such a policy, what is it compared with teaching 
and supporting a corrupt religion ? In the former, you injure, 
you murder the body; in the latter, you poison, you murder 
the soul, and that for ctcrniUj, God will hold every man and 
'.voman, to the extent of their means and influence, responsi- 
ble for the souls lost by their sanction and spread of a slave- 
li«)l(ling religion. "If the watchman see the sword come, and 
blow not the trumpet, and the people be not warned ; if the 
sword coijie and take any person from among them, he is 
taken away in his iniquity, but his blood will I require at the 
watchman's hand." Ezek. xxxiii. 6. 

in. Fidelity to God's Word requires that Christians have 
no fellowship with slavery. By the pro-slavery teaching of 
many of the leading men in the churches, and by the sanc- 
tion and confirmation given by the teaching and practice of 
the membership, the Word of God is in danger of being rc- 
pirded as a "cunningly devised fable," and "trodden under 
loot of men." An intelligent man, who lived in an adjoining 
county in this State, told the writer that he " was once an 
^ntidcl, and a regular reader of a ]">aper published by an asso- 
eiaiion of infidels; and one of the arguments they nsed against 
the divine authenticity of the Bible was, that, accoi'dini;* to the 
J'-'hms.sion of many of its advocates, it sanctioned human sla- 
very. This was so njanifestly contraiy to every principle of 
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justice and 2")ropriety implanted in the bosom of man, that 
tliov declared such a Bible not from the God of nature." A 
commission merchant in one of the cities of our own State 
told the writer that he was " well nigh made an inhdel by 
such teaching* — had forsaken the church, perhaps never to 
return, had he not met with an old Meihodist preacher who 
convinced him that the ]3ible did not sanction slavery." Ho 
returned to attendance upon the preaching of the gospel, and 
is now an efficient Christian, and an advocate of human free- 
dom. ]3ut pro-slavery teaching and practice by the churches 
w^ere a stumbhng-block to him, and came near confirming him 
in infidelity. 

We said this Bible is in danger of being rejected as a 
fiction — ti-auapled down. In all ages past, when the reigning 
I'eligion became so corrupt as to sanction injustice, cruelty, 
licentiousness, and like sins, the people have done one of two 
things — c^ither despised the religion, or given themselves up to 
revel in the licensed sins. Thus Dionysius of Halicarnassus, 
spejiking of the people under the religion of Pagan lionie, 
says : " The people have learned to do one of two things — 
either to despise the gods, as beings who wallow in the 
grossest licentiousness, or not to restrain thenisclves even from 
what is most abominable and abandoned, when they see tluit 
the o'ods do the same." 

So in the days of the French Revolution ; the priests and 
church had corrupted the religion of the Bible — prostituted 
it to tlic basest of purposes — purposes inconsistent with tlio 
plain principles of justice and propriety. The result was, tliat 
the people, the masses, rose up and burned the Bible, rojocted 
such a religion, and trampled the church under foot. AVhy ? 
]:>ecause the ]>ible did not teach, justice and purity ? No! 
Tliese it taught in greater purity thrui any other book in the 
world. ] )ut, as construed by the priests, and a large mass of 
the church, to the people, it was understood as teaching the 
opposite. Hence, the people spurned it. And so it is now 
to some extent, and soon will be to a much greater extent, it 
the clergy ;ind church continue to hold it up as sanctioning 
injustice an.d oppression. It is the pro-slavery teaching of tlic 
churches, proclaiming that slavery is sanctioned by the b)ible, 
that has made so much infidelity in llie land ; not the teacii- 
\ngs of the Abolitionists, as some rashly affirm. 

J)oes the reader sav, " Our minister and church do not 
teach that slavery is sanctioned l)y the Bible ; we say it is an 
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evil in our discipline or confession of faitli ; wo are as rnucli 
a- ovot opposed to tlie evil of slavery ; we rea:ard it as wrong*' ? 
'Jlien. we ask, wliy not treat it as wrono- — as you do other 
like wrongs — sins? for John says: "All imrighteousness is 

mr 

Voii never can convince the world that you are h.onest in 
VDiu" professions, that you believe what you profess, whilst you 
f'.'llowship the sin. An individual in one of our cities said to 
liis neighbor not long since, "1 regard slavery as a great sin." 
Said ibe neighboi', " You do not." "I do," said the individ- 
ual. ''You do not," said tlie neiglibor. " I most certainly 
do;' said the individuah "Y^ou do not," said the neighbor. 
"Well," ^aid the individual, "since you know so much, will 
vou tell me why I do not ?" Said the neighbor, " If you re- 
garded slavery as a great sin, you would not commune with it." 
The individual w^as dumb, for ho saw his inconsistoncy, and it 
v\-as useless to array professions against practice. It is useless 
for us to complain against the immorality of slavery, and at 
tile same time fellowship it. Our practice, under such circum- 
.-taiicos, neuti'alizes our words, aixl the world around us loses 
eoiilidencc in the integrity of Christians and the reality of re- 
r;u;ion. They feel that the former are inconsistent h.ypocrites, 
:ui<l the latter a delusive phantasy. Thus Christians, by their 
p<)sition and practice, render the holy Word of God despica- 
ble in the eyes of tlie p)eople. 

IV. Again, tlie prosperity and well-being of the Cliurcli 
of Christ require that she should have no fellowship with 
sla\'eiy. 

A distinguished pdiilanthropist, who lives in the South, was, 
not long since, charged with dereliction of duty in not join- 
iiig the church, v»dien he could disconrse so eloquently about 
Its duty and power. AtUn* acknowledging in a ineek and a 
veiy a])propriate manner his imperfections and shortcomings, 
he rc]died : " I am not a member of any church, nor can I 
be, so long as ilic churches fellow shi'p slavery P'^ 

One of the col}.)orteurs travellino- over our State, not lonix 
•^moe, iuund an elderly lady who manifestly possessed mai'ked 
intelligence and piety. She had had a connection with the 
I'eojde of Cod in her native land — England. On his inquir- 
i".:^ to what cliurch she now^ belonged, she i'e]died : " I belong 
tu no one in this country, nor can I, for they are all slave- 
huldiiio' churches." 
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lie, in common with tlie writer and others, has found 
many of our best citizens, who say they " can have no con- 
nection with chiii'ches fellowshipping shivehoklers." Tliny 
feel that if the robbery of personal ownership, the dearest uf 
all riglits, 'Hhe sum of all villanies," may be sanctioned 
by the church, then she might as well throw open the door 
to all immoralities, and scofi' at discipline. 

A church tliat can sanction and fellowship one of the great- 
est outrages upon humanity, they feel to be worse than no 
church, a delusion, a den of 'wolves, where the lambs of tho 
flock are in danger of being devoured. They feel that instead 
of the church beinir that lovely Zion, " Mv as the moon, clear 
as the sun, and terrible as an army with banners," she Las 
become "a cage of unclean birds," "ahold of every toiii 
spii'it," and impotent because of her injustice and tyrainiy ; 
an enemy to mankind instead of a friend. No wonder tlint 
some men are crying, "Down wdth the churches ;" and Chris- 
tians, by their fellowship in inicjuity, are responsible for 
this occasion of contempt. We want not the cliurcli de- 
stroyed, but we want the church purified, established on ilio 
principles of justice and purity. O Christians I shall the 
Bride, the Lamb's wife, have her robes bedewed with the tears 
of orphans, tlie briny sweat of mothers, and stained with the 
blood of innocent me'i ? If so, she will soon cease to be loved 
and respected l;)y honest men. This leads us to notice, 

V. The purity of public morals demands that the Chris- 
tian Church should have no fellow\ship with slaveholding. 

It is a fact well established, that in every country the mor- 
als, the standard of right and propriety, are as the reigninu: 
relio-ion of the land. If we o'o to Corinth in the davs of the 
Ca:sars, we ihid the religion of the land sanctioning adulti.ry 
and fornication. Hence, licentiousness of every fnnn v.as 
found with tb.e ])eople. Scarcely a virtuous man was k'nown, 
and prostitution was common with thousands of their fein;des' 
]f wo look at tlie relio-ion of the Goths and Vandals, tlio 
])eople conquering the Romans, we find their religion sanc- 
tioning war, murder, and suicide, llence, we find the \K'0- 
pic bloodthirsty, cruel, and revengeful, deeming these traits 
as virtues. 

If we come to Tui'kev and look at th.c Mohamniedan reh- 
gion, sanctioning sensuality, and teaching the doctrines o. 
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fat(\ wc nnd as a consequence the 2)Gople indolent, trusting 
to fate, and wallowing in licentiousness. 

G. M. Clay, describing the condition of the people in Mex- 
ico), says : " The corruptions of the cliurclies have destroj'cd 
the morals of the people." Morals are as the religion. 

And when we come to the southern portion of oui* own 
country, we lind the religion of the land so consti'ued as to 
sanction slaveholding. Hence, human beings, temples of the 
Holy (/host, are converted into property ; the husband torn 
from tlie wife, the influit from the mother, and sold into re- 
lurnless bondage ; and no more concern in society, apparently, 
than if a cow or a hog had been sold. Human rights are plun- 
dered, and human afiections are crushed with unblusliino- im- 
I'unitv. And whv ? The church, the reiixnino- relio-ion, is made 
to sanction the same deeds. I could ])oint to cases abundant, 
of i'Gcent occurrence, where professing Christians — Methodists, 
1 baptists and Presbyterians — sell, tear asunder even the in- 
fant and mother, of whom in our land, as done by Chris 
tians, the words of the poet become painful realities : 

" When I seek my bed (of straw) at night. 
There's not a tliincr that meets mv sii^ht, 
But tells me that my soul's deligiit, 
My child, is gone. 

" I sink to sleep, and tlicn I seem 
To hear again his parting scream; 
I start and wake — 'tis Ijut a dream — 
My cliild is gone ! 

" Gone — till my toils and griefs arc o'er, 
And I shall reach thatliappy sliore, 
\Yhcre negro mothers cry no more — 
'My child is gone.' " 

Also, as the church sanctions, in its slave members, forni- 
catiou and adultery, vre may^ expect to see the vice common 
in slaveholding regions, among the people. And as we ad- 
va.nco to the south, where slaveholding is more common, and 
l>!blc defenders of slavery more numerous, we fmd these vices 
nioro Common with the people. 

A citizen of one of our inland towns, who is a member of 
tlio 1^'osbyterian church, in good and regular standing, told 
til-' wrib-r that he did not believe there was a virtuous vounii" 
I'Kiii in the town, so o-cneral was the vice of licentiousness. 
-Now his language may have been correct, or it may have 
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been too strong. But it shows how general he beUeved the 
vice to be. Now the cliurch is responsible for the existence 
of tliese, and the many other vices growing out of slavery. 
For who. does not admit that, if all the churches excluded 
slavery, treated it as an immor:dity, it wH:)uld soon die ? For 
then it would be regarded as an imniorahty, and the better 
part of the community would not practise it; and thcso, 
toa'etlier wnth the Christians, could soon vote it dovvu. 

Not only is the church, responsible for tlic phase of our 
public murals, but for many of the unjust laws wliich -wo 
have ; for the church forms, on rpiestions of right, public sen- 
timent, and public sentiment, law. Hence, when the Loo'is- 
laturc of New-York was solicited to extend to colored people 
the right of voting, they refused to act, saying : It is useless 
for the Legislature to act in the case, so long as the churches 
keep up their distinctions and partialities." Thus it is that tlic 
action of the church regulates and forms the public sentinieiit 
and laws of the land. She is desi^-ned to be the lic:ht of iho 
world, tlie salt of the earth. ]>ut if the light that is in her 
be turned to darkness, how great is that darkness 1 That is, 
if the truth she has is corrupted, society becomes corrujited, 
and souls are deceived bv the false lii^'ht, and are led down to 
hell! 

VI. Consistency requires that w-e have no fellowship with 
slaver}^ 

vScventy-five years since, this nation declared liberty and 
the pursuit of hapj)iness to be the inalienable right of man- 
kind. Fifteen of the States of the Union have acted out ilic 
priiiviplc, and ti'eated their fellow-beings as men. All over 
the Southern States the question is being agitated, ^'ShiiU 
man be allowed to enjoy his natural rights ?" — " Shall tlio 
oppressed go free?" Tens of thousands are rising up and 
saying, ""Nly vote shall be cast for no man who is not in 
favor of this re:isonable requirement." Yea, many think it 
such an immorality, an act of such injustice, to deprive ^ni 
unoffending man of his dearest rights, liberty, personal 
ownership, that they will not vote for any man who is a 
slaveholder — a slaveholder bv choice and i^ractice. They 
deem such an act a great moral disqualitication, and will \\<A> 
bestow oflice on such a man. Yet many of these same con- 
scientious Christians will go and sit down around the connnu- 
nion table, over the cicblems of that broken body and shed 
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blood SO frcolj given for .nil — einbloms of that Saviour wiio 
t;iui;lit liis disciples that "one isj'our Master, (Christ,) and all 
ve ai'c brethren," — yet here ^viil these persons (conmiendablo 
liidoed in many things) place the very badge of disciplesliip 
iijiou those Avhorn they could not vote for, for tlie lovvcst 
olnec. Ves, they Avelconie and fellowship persons who they 
sav are committing crimes, outrages upon their fellow-men, 
cuini-'arcd with wdiicli gambling, and counterfeiting, and 
dice] 'Stealing are nothing. Thus the world comes to the 
eoaclusion that such are more holy in their politics than in 
Ihuir religion ; that tiicy are more particular about their 
u-niporal kingdom than Christ's kingdom — about the gov- 
eiTiinent of the nation, than the government of God. Such 
juM'sons will refuse to vote for a slaveholder, not merely to 
r<'|irescnt them in their county or State, but particulai'ly in 
Cuiigross — their General Assembly of the nation ; but in the 
(it'iieral Assembly of the Church, in the kingdom of right- 
cnii^iioss, tliev will commune or hold ecclesi?stical connection 
wit!i such. Such men cannot represent their interests in 
state adairs, where dollars and cents arc concerned ; but in 
the church, where the purity of God\s AVord and God's house 
is Concerned — where the interests of the never-dying soul are 
sit stake — here such men are not only bi'others on equal 
ibutiiig, Init even " masters of ceremonies."'''^" Yes, men whose 
moral character is such that they would not vote for them 
a< sii|)ervisor of a county road, yet with men of the same 
cliaraeter they will hold ecclesiastical connection. 

Christian brother, does not the world regard this as strain- 
itii:- at a gnat and swallowing a camel ? Can you expect the 
C'-iilidence of those around you, when you a.re acting thus? 

'iiie writer was once connected with'a slaveholding body, 
aiid thought it his duty to labor with such, in order to do 
^vliat lie^ could for the removal of slavery. At tirst lie 
d!<'Uglit it enough to raise his testimony against slaveholding, 
nut hold slaves himself. JTe next saw that, if slavehold- 
5i^u" wa>i sin, he ought not to receive slaveholders into the 
•^diirch; that the church is the place for those fleeing iVom 



-}nhe lar^t General. As?oniMv, (X.S.,) a slaveliolder was Reloctcd 
';'^:;'i!mn]<tc;r to Ac^^^einbly die ?acr:iinent of the Lord's ^Supper, 
•^^ii'i lio.ly i,-; M\iieriiny rc^u^unUid n.-- nmcli nuire aiiti .slav«'rv tliaii 

^'"1 Srliool ])Otlv, (.r <'illtcr of the laic divisiuiis of the iletlio- 
'■•'^t Cliurc]), ''Nortli," or "Siaitk" 
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tlieir sins, not those living in them. He next saw he oii()iit 
not to sit at tlic communion table with those practising the 
sin — with such, " no, not to eat." (Tliis is precisely tinj 
condition of thousands now in the large denominations of ilic 
laud, only, when they come to their General Assemblies or 
General Conferences, then they plead their ecclesiastical 
necessity, and, either individually or by representative, sit 
down and eat — break tlie emblems of that body of impartial 
love — with the extortioner, and place upon him the very badge 
of discipleship.) The writer was arraigned and censured be- 
cause, in conjunction with his church, he excluded from his 
communion those holding slaves. When he attempted to 
defend his position from the Word of God, he was told that 
he should construe tlie Woi'd of God according to the Con- 
stitution, or standards of the church, and as the body to 
wliich he belonged construed it ; and that these standards 
manifestly nnderstood the Word of God as sanctioning slave- 
liolding. He was further told, that consistency required that 
he should not hold his connection with such a body. 

The Presbytery, through a committee appointed A])ril, 
1848, to correspond with and visit him, further said : " You 
say you have some time since decided, that after a faithi'ul 
expression of what you conceive to be truth to your brethren, 
it is your duty to withdraw and have no connection with a 
slaveholding body, if they show no disposition to repent, or 
hear what you believe to be essential truth. You have 
borne as full and as public testimony (referring to two years' 
labor in their midst) against the alleged sin, as you ever can 
do, unless it is by loiihdrawing all connection loitli usP 

They felt that if continued longer, his position would be 
inconsistent, and his words neutraUzed by his acts of fcllov,- 
ship, and that the strongest testimony he could then bear 
w\as to withdraiv. This he dee])ly ielt, and having been 
brought to see that ecclesiastical relation is a closer relation 
even than that of commimion around the Lord's iahle — lor 
we commune with other denominations, as Methodists, 
tists, or Presbyterians, when wo will not hold ecclesiastical 
relation with them — and that a dissolution of ecclesiastical 
relation is what is really meant by the apostle, in tliat ] as- 
sage where he commands us "with the extortioner, no, noi to 
eat'," he then withdrew his fellowship from such enliivly. 
Not only comc-outers but slaveholders themselves say this 
only is consistency. 
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VTI. Your usefulness demands it. 

God has ]:)lacod you lacro as a light to direct otliers in the 
])ath of truth and safety ; as a laborer in liis vineyard, to 
prune it, and to fill it with branches of the true vine ; as 
ain!)a=^sador on an important embassy, that of winning- 
souls to Christ. Now, your success in tliis work, with the 
bio?;-! 11 >^ of God, depends upon the confidence which other 
mm luivc in you, your judgment and purity. But when they 
sec you contradicting your belief and your teaching by your 
pr.'ictico, tliey cannot have conhdence in your integrity. 
Wiiatever may bo your inward desires to be careful that you 
do 110 wrong, they sec not, but feel that you either love " ism''^ 
(vour denomination) more than righteousness, or that you 
r.'U'ard your populai'ity and pleasure more than you do the 
iruih, the cause of Christ; or else you are hypocritical in 
V'jiir [)i'ofossions. 

All instance : A short time since, a brother w\as talking 
aluut tiio sin of slavery, and the recreancy of Christians in 
r.'-'ard to it. Tiie nciii:hbor to whom the conversation was 
(jiivctoJ, hiinseh' not a professing Christian, replied, "Mr. 

, your talk is good, but your practice is bad." AVhat ho 

moant \va<, that his neighbor regarded the relation as sinful, 
and yrt ft' liowsl lipped it in tlie church. The brother under- 
Hnml h'un — felt tiie point of the rebuke, and replied: "I 
]ia\o ibr months clearly seen that my God commands me not 
i') i-at with extortioners, and I regard slaveholding as the 
w -.rsL iunn of extortion ; and also, my God commands me to 

0 -iiio (Jilt iVom a corru};t church, practising this very sin, as 
lays'ic luibylon did. I have been trying to rouse the brethren 
t'!) aciioii, and have gone with a burthcned conscience ever 
^iiico to the communion table. I will bear it no longer. If 
y.iii arc i»rGsent next Sunday, you sV.all see my actions con- 
yA-wi with my vrords." AVhen Sabbath came, he publicly 
V'ithilrew, bore his testimony against tlic sin, and any fel- 

1 '•••vship with it, and supported his new position by Jippro- 
piiato portions of God's Word. Now, all whom wo hear 
>l"jak, not only say they beheve the man sincere, but also 
<-'.'ii>i.steut. Tlio writer, as almost every other man in our 

ntry, has heard slaveholders and their apologists say, 
''SiU'h a course only is consistent in those who regard slavery 
sinful;' 

Also, our usefulness in other countries is impaired bv our 
k'ii"\vship of slaverv. A. missionary under the care of the 
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Baptist Board, writing from Mcrgui, October 27, 184G, 
says : 

Messrs. Editors : — Will yon, or some of your valuable 
correspondents, tell me how to meet the following ohjcclic)!], 
which I have to meet wherever I go among the wild Karens! 
'If we become disciples, when you get a large numl)er of 
us, you intend to entice us away and make slaves of us in 
your own country.' This objection is often urged vdlli as 
much seriousness and confidence as though they were actually 
acquainted witli the system of American shivery. Did these 
ignorant but slave-] uUing heathen but know the slaveholdiiii;* 
character of the American churches, would they not say lo 
our fjices, ^Go hack^ thou hypocrite, go haclc^ and teach th.i 
heathen of your own country, and give the Bible, before 
yuu come here to impose upon us.' I am fully persuaded that 
did they know^ it, this would in substance be the language of 
many a wihl Karen." 

Will not the Karens become accpiainted with the history of 
Am'jrican slavery ? I see not how it can possibly be avoideu. 
Some of their young men are learning our language, beeoin- 
ing acquainted with our books, papers, &c. And when tin y 
once begin to get the idea, they will not cease their inipor- 
tuniiies until they know its history. And when it is once 
known, it will spread like Vvild-firc among the people. Soiao 
time suice, I noticed in a public paper the following remark, 
as cominix from Mr. Klncaid : " if the heathen were aware 
of the slaveholdino- character of our churches bv whom tno 
missionaries are sent out, the usefulness of tlio missionaries 
would be at an end." 

C'Hhor missionarv boards — our laro-est boarels — arc I'laiit- 
ing in iioallien countries slavehokling churches; carrying" to 
the heathen that which is far worse than liejuid fu'o — a .ii;os- 
pel '^o construed as to sanction in the converts "the sum '-'1 
all villanies." Yes, Christian brother, by your acts and con- 
nection, you are making the gospel of the blesseel Lord -losiH 
a curse to the heathen, a stench in their nostrils, and tno 
missionary an object of ridicule and contempt. 

VII 1. Again, we sliould luwe no fellowship with slavery, 
because the church is the last and the strong liold of slavery. 
Every Christian who has ecclesiastical conncclion with slavery 
is responsible to the exttait of his or her influence for tlf 
existence of slavervin the land. In the old world, in I'ap.'ili 
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Mohammedan, and lieatlien countries, tlio people are rising 
up in the spirit of true magnanimity and proclaiming liberty 
to the captive. In our own country, more than seventy -five 
vcars since, the statesmen of our nation, as thoy unfurled to 
ihc world our "political faith,'' declared hberty to be an iii- 
alit-nable riglit, and tliereby slavery wrong. One half of the 
States of our confederacy have by law excluded it from their 
tr-rritory. And now, throughout the South, statesmen, pol- 
iticians, and political economists arc declaring slavery an 
evil, a sore upon the body politic, a deadly Upas, casting its 
poisonous exhalations upon all that is lovely and excellent. And 
^vlll'n driven from eveiy hold, as tlie criminal of olden time, 
it finds safety only by flying to the sanctuary, and laying 
hold upon the horns of the altar. And here, a monster con- 
ceived in avarice and brought forth by tyranny, with the 
plundered rights of mankind for its food, the teai's of or- 
])lians for its drink, implements of torture for its dress, and 
tlie severed affections of husbands and wives for its woi'k, it 
asks of the priest at the altar to throw over it the niantle of 
patriarchal usage and Bible sanctity. 

The woi'k of infiimy has been done by those who will 
liavo "flesh to roast for the priest^," and "will take it by 
force." 1 Sam. ii. 15. 16. All the large denominations 
of the land have them. As specimens — l.Vesbyterians, (Old 
School.) It is well known that that body, in General Assem- 
hly, met in 1845, and resolved that slavery is not sinful, and 
its ]iractice no bar to communion. (Sec Keport of the Com- 
mittee.) This has been the settled policy of that body ever 
f^iiice. A. I).l)., and one of the Moclerators of tlie Assembly, 
in his paniphlet on the subject of slaveiy, says : "According 
to the r)ible, a man may stand in the relation of master ancl 
hold slaves, and yet be a fair and reputable and consistent 
])rof^:ssor of the religion of the ]3ible. That the Hebrews 
h'.'Id servants as perpetual property and transmitted them to 
th'-ir children ; that Onesinius avrs a slave, l^hilemon a slave- 
l'<jhh'r, and l^ml recognized riiilemon's right to his slave by 
^^'iiding the slave back to him.'' — I)r. Jtinkin, 

1 know the case of another minister in the same Church, 
^'''ijd in our State, wlio, that he might take another juan's 
V'll..' trom him, (which woman he claimed as his slave, and 
^aid to 1)0 so wliite tliat she was freckled.) hastened from 
liouse to house on Sabbath morning to hire the sons of 
i'rcshyterian elders to go forthwith and hunt his slave 
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woman ; And being reproved by a Methodist sister for tempt- 
ino- tlic j^oung men to go and desecrate the Sabbath, he re- 
plied, ^- Madam, it is the preacher's niggers." Thns, not only 
a slavelioider and a slavebreeder, but a "preacher," delivered 
to do these things, and to desecrate the Sabbath. And }-et, 
that man was and is a preacher in good and regular stand- 
ing in that body. 

That tliere are some excellent spirits in that body, who in 
our State are ]")leading the cause of freedom, is true ; but they 
have the inconsistency of feilowsliipping such iniquities, and 
are tho'cby " partakers in the sins." 

New School, — This body, in their General Assembly, got 
rid of the responsibility of detinite action by referring the sub- 
ject down to the Presbyteries and Synods. One of the sniidl'.'r 
judicatories said : " Resolved^ That as the Great Head of the 
Church has recoo'nized the relation of master and slave, v;e 
conscientiously believe that slavery is not a sin against God.'' 
On the iloor of the General Assembly preceding the last, a 
member boldly declared that he had ^'•bougltta slave woitian^ 
and had paid for her in preachinr/.''^ At the last General As- 
sembly tlie body appointed a slaveholder to administer the 
sacrament of the Lord's Supper. Slaveholding is no crime 
in the eyes of tliat body. And though some ^Torthoru 
members know it not, ministers, elders, and members of this 
Church, in Kentucky and other Southern States, buy, hold, 
and sell slaves just as unrestrained as other citizens. 

True, most, if not all the individual churches in the free 
States hold no slaves ; but they, by their ecclesiastical connec- 
tion with such men as above described, and by their co-oper- 
alion, sustain the effrontery and practice of men who arc 
slaveholders, slavebrceders, and slavetraders. 

The Methodists^ South. — This body, it is well known, se- 
ceded from the North, on the ground not only thattlieir laity 
might hold their slaves, but also that their bishops and trav- 
elling i-niiii.stry might ; that there should be nothing in ihi> 
restriction of their members, that looked like censure for 
slavehoWino' ; and we can nov/ not only point to instance.^ 
where tho members hold slaves, but boldly traffic in thi'ia, 
severing even the mother and tiie tender infant. 

The Church Nortli, or Methodist Episcopal Chui'ch.— 
This body, it is well known, made no efforts to secure the 
separation, that she jnight be free from slavery, and has hi 
lier tei'ritorv several slave States, with thousands of slave- 
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bo](.l<?rs ill her mombersliip. Will take all she can get — is 
ixv'mg:. 

Dr. Fisk, a prominent divine in that Church, says : ^' The 
relation of master and slave may, and does in man?/ cases, exist 
imdcr such circumstances as free the master from the just 
chai'ge and guilt of immorality." 

I^^ishop lleddino*, one of the bishops in that body, says : 
"The right to hold a slave is founded on this rule : 'There- 
fore, all tilings whatsoever ye would men should do to you, 
do ye even so to them; fur this is the law and the prophets.' " 
— PUlshury. 

This is the teaching of men in high places, and this teach- 
ing flows down over tliousands below them. 

" I)r. Durbin writes letters from Philadelphia to the Virginia 
.skveholders, to convince them that the Church JSTorth is iu 
no way connected with abolitionism, and is every way 
wortliy of their confidence and support. And since the divi- 
sion of that Church, not a single Conference, quarterly or 
jK'iiiual, to my knowledge, in the whole North, has declared 
ftlaveliolding a bar to Christian communion, though tliey have 
been ro])catedly solicited so to do." — G. W. KepharU (See 
American Missionary, for September, 1850.) 

It is well known that the Church North is as really slave- 
holding as the Church South, though not to the same amount, 
but will take now all tlie slaveholders slie can get. 

Dr. Fuller, a prominent Baptist divine, in his discussion 
with J)r. Wayland, maintained that slavery is not sinful, but 
sanctioned by Christ and his apostles; and tells the world 
how liis drove of slaves will fondle about him. Sliockiug ! 
tliat a minister of the meek and lowly Jesus should at this 
•^.[^0, and in this land, irloi'v in boino- a tvrant — a despot, holdino- 
iiunian beings, yea, his own brethren and sisters in the church, 
OS 'properti/. All over the land \ve have our Wallers and 
1 hicks; and with the exception of one, the large mass of 
l>;i}'tists, as far as we know, are defending slavery as sanc- 
tioned by the Bible. 

Rilformed Baptists. — In this body James Shannon, Presi- 
dent of ]3acon College, Ky., stands quite eminent. In his 
panq^blet styled the^" l/hilosophy of Slavery, as identified 
with the Philosophy of Human Happiness," he tells us that 
''huinility is essential to ha]')pine5S, and that slavery promotes 
Happiness by teaching humility to the slave." (Unfortunate- 
ly the poor master is left without any provision for his hap- 

2 
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piness.) Speuking of the ordinance of tlie Passover, he says: 
"God engraved his ap])robation of domestic slavery on lli.it 
also." And, "Thus did Jehovah stereotype his approbati(;n 
of domestic slavery, by incor]-)orating it with the Jewish 
religion." Again, he says : " I hardly know which is ino?;t 
unaccountable — tlie profound ignorance of the Bible, or tlio 
sublimity of cool impudence and inlidehty, manifested by 
those who profess to be Christians, and yet dare affirm that 
the hooh of God gives no sanction io slaveholding ! "'^' 

These arc a few, out of hundreds of examples that might 
be adduced, showing that the church is the stronghold, 
the great defense of slavery. And the very ministers who 
are thus pandering to despotism arc among the ministers 
most po])ular in tlie churches. And these men are not only 
sustained by the churches, but their doctrines are either prac- 
tically carried out and spread, or tacitly consented to. "W e say, 
then, the churches are responsible for the existence of slavery. 
We have already seen that the churches, the reigning relio-ion, 
shape the public sentiment of right and wrong, the morale, 
and even the law of the land. These are in all countries as 
the religion. The churches, we repeat, are the last and ilic 
strono- iiold. Who doubts but that if the churches of the 



.Ills country tliere is no clement by which the down-trodileii 
cdinj? shive is "held in durance vile," so effective as tlio 
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ecclesiastical power. Of the extent of tliis power, the following- state- 
ment (which 1 liave prepared from statistical tables which were [lub- 
lishedabou^ two years since) will give the reader some idea: — 

Dfiiominiiliojis; No. S!;iv.<-). 

Motliodists, 219,503 

rrosbyterians, Old ;uid Ni;\v School 77,OUO 

IJaptista, 1-J5,0P0 

Pisciplcs, or lloforined Ihiptist!^, lOl.uOO 

EpiscopaliiUis, S,S,i!00 

Allow for uU other »ienoniinatious, ;')(.). OUO 

Total number of slaves owned by ministers of tho p;o?pel and^ 
uioiubors of tho diflorcnt Protestant churches, (jG0,:')n3 

Wow, su]->])03C the average value of all the slaves owneil as ahov.s 
in the IVoteslant churches, to be i? lOO, (and tliis is low enouuii, 
talcing tlie wlu«le country together,) and it will give a capitrd of Tt^o 
JT/mdrcd and Si.rfy-foKr Millions, 7'iro Hundred and Tvrnhrjjrr 
Thousand, and Tiro 'Hiindrrd .Dollars ! invested in tho singK' articl'.'- 
QUiumanit}/ — the vit.ality and intcllectuidity — the interests, ti'm]>i.iiil 
and eternal, of tiix Hundred and Sijiu 'T/ionsand, Jure jlnvdrea 
and Sl.L'ltj-f/iree heinr/s, upon ^vh()m God has chartered immortnliiy, 
and stamped it witli the signet of His own image — 6'. W. h(pJtart. 
(Sec American Missionary, for Sept., 1850.) 
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United States were unanimously to condemn slavery as a sin 
au'.'iinst God and man, and treat it as such, it would not live 
ill uiir country five years ? 

]_><jubtlcss God is grieved that the church should be the 
la.st I'etrcat, and tlie strongliold of the worst extortion — tho 
most degrading tyranny that exists under the sun — the home 
of what Wesley styled " the sum of all vihanies." Is it not 
time that the sanctuary should be cleansed ? 

Lv. Again, we should have no fellowship -with slavery, be- 
cause we thereby become partakers in the guiUy pi'acticc of 
slaveliolding, and sharers in the future cousecpiences. 

This doctrine is recognized by God in one of tho texts wg 
liavo quoted: "Come out of her, my people, that yo be 
not jfartakers of her sins, and that ye receive not of her 
plagues/'' God holds every man and woman responsible 
fur tlie wrong-doing of the association of which they are 
a c<)niponcntpart. Header, if you w^ere a member of a coni- 
j'aiiy oi'])irates — if it were only your business to stay on the 
huid, a,Hd keep the depot, the prison in wdiich the unhappy 
^•ic•^.illls were incarcerated — did you partake in the delibera- 
tion of tlie company, and were you a sharer in the dividends, 
giving your supj)ort to its olliccrs, and b}' your meanr> and pres- 
oiico sustaining the company, would you not feel that you 
Were equally guihy with those engaged in the actual seizure 
01 tho captives — guilty of all the tears shed, the groans ex- 
torti.'d, and the bh^od spilt in the inhuman enterprise ? 

Now tlio cliurch members are the keepers of that prison ; 
sii!c<', as wo have shown, the church fonus the public senti- 
uK'iit, and thereby the laws on the subject, and b}' their acts 
liol only sustain the infamy, but o])pose those who make 
' lloi ts to destroy it. Yea, more, church members do the 
^vork of actual seizure — that of kidna})ping — seizing human 
h' in!4-s and converting!: them into chattels. Like the dragon 
''iC'scribod in the Apocalypse, they follow the woman till de- 
I'voi'Ctl of her child; then pounce upon it, tear it from the 
inotlior, and convert it into their property, despoiled of every 
i'ic:-ht. 

And tho other members, though not themsel/es directly 
^k'ing the deed, give their feUowsliip and tacit consent to the 
'I'^t. of tho man who does the deed. They uphold by their 
^"ll')\vr^]ii|) the perpetrator of the deed, and say thereby, tJie 
^icl i.s consistent with a fair profession of I'eligion. Now who 
•'•'•"-^ not see that such persons are partal^ers in the sin ] Yes, 
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non-slaveliolding brother, God says in the text, (unless yon 
*' come out,") you are partakers of their sins. And the teai's 
of orphans, tlio groans of toil-worn fathers and mothers, witli 
the darkness that enshrouds their minds, and the vices tliat 
chain and pollute their souls, are laid up in God's book of 
reckoning, and will be poured out as vials of his wrath upon 
your guilty head, unless you come out from corrupt Babylon. 
By giving your fellowship to slaveholders, are you acting 
right towards the poor slave ? Are you loving your neiglh 
bor as yourself? Would you have him act so towards you if 
you were in bonds ? 

Yea, more, are you acting right toward Christ? At tlio 
judgment day he will say to you: -'I was an hungered, 
and ye gave mo no meat ; I was a sti'anger, and ye took 
me not in; naked, and ye clotlied me not; sick and in 
prison, and ye visited mo not ;" — neither hy your 2^crson, 
your vote, nor your injliicnce in church or state. " ]Je})art 
from me, ye cursed, into everlasting iire, prepared for tlic 
devil and his angels. Inasmuch as ye did it not to one of 
the least of these my bretlu'cn, ye did it not to me." Is^ow, 
dear reader, suppose Christ, your Saviour, was a slave in 
yonder prison, merely ].)ecause he wanted to be a free man, 
and go at pleasure to do his Father's will — (I saw a i^hjlho- 
dist preacher in prison in our State, with license to prcacli 
the gospel of Christ, and his only crime was that of attenij't- 
ing to secure his freedom, fearing that he would be sold into 
the far South. He was a meek, humble follower of Christ-- 
a mulatto man) — suppose he v>-a3 then liungry, weary and 
ffxint, w^ould you not act ? And in addition to this, supjjosc lie 
was bought and sold as a chattel to men who drove him to 
unrer[uited toil, would 3'OU not feel that you ought to rairo 
your voice, your name, your intluence against such injustice 
and oppression ? If you do not thus act for the poor slave— 
liis representative — he will say to you at that last day, ''In- 
asmuch as ye did it not to one of the least of these my 
brethren, ye did it not to me." Christian brother, you can- 
not refuse to come out of fellowship from such iniquity with- 
out incurring- p-uilt. 

Once more : Do you not now doubt at least the propriety 
of eating in fellowship with extortioners — with slaveholders? 
Be honest with yourself, for you have no interest in dcceivin;^^ 
yourself, searing conscience, nor turning a deaf ear to its 
teaching. Answer, do you? Then hear what God says 
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■•^ lie that doul>tctli is damned [condemned] already." Why ? 
'•jiecaiise lie eritetli not of [or >Yitli] faitl. ; for wliatsoover is 
■not of Jail is sm.''^ Komans xiv. 23. If you are even 
doul'iing tlio propriety of your course, you are committing 
in iiving so. Would you not eat \^itli a clearer con- 
^^ciellce if you were in a church where you would have no 
coiineclion with the iniquity in any form ? If so, do not trifle 
with conscience. God may permit delusion, that you may be- 
lieve a lie, that you may be damned. See 2 Thes. ii. 11, 12. 



OBJECTIONS ANSWERED. 

First Ohj. — The objector is ready to say : " Surely not for 
c\ oiy error should I leave my church; and perhaps slavery is 
one uf those errors." 

'Wo answer : Not for every error in government, ordinances, 
or even doctrine, not essential to salvation^ should we leave a 
cliurch. For instance : A church may administer the ordi- 
nance', of baptism either by sprinkhng or immersion, allowing 
lilfcdy of conscience as to the mode which the convert may 
hui 10:^1 ly believe the Bible to teach. The objector may be- 
lieve inuncrsion or sprinkling, as the case may be, the only 
right mode, and he may therefore regard the church as in 
ciror. Yet the error is not such as corrupts or strikes down 
any i'undanicntal principle of Christianity, pre^x^nts not the 
attainment of holiness, nor does it exclude those 2)ractising it 
fruiii lieaven. So in reference to some points of doctrine, 
whicii are not essential. But when, an error or practice, such 
as i(.lulatiy, adulter}^, or manstealing, (and we have shown 
that Hlavoholding is such,) is practised or fellowshipped by 
the cluirch — a sin wdiich violates and strikes down a funda- 
mental jjrinciple of Christianit}', (see Matt. xxii. 37-40, Rom. 
xiii. 9, 10 ;) perverts lioliness, (1 John iv. 8, 20, 1 Cor. xiii. ;) 
and excludes from heaven, (1 Cor. vi. 10 ;) with such a sin we 
■^iioidd have no fellowship ; especially when, in addition to 
the al)ove clearly defined points, we have express command 
"Jiot to eat," that is, have no Christian fellowship, ^'with the 
ojvrtuus and the extortioner," 1 Cor. v. 10, (and all must 
'i'hiiil shiveholding to be tlie worst form of extortioii ;) and 
)vlieu the apostle tells us the law is for menstealers, (1 Tim. 

10 ;) ;ind when, in addition to all this, we reflect that slavc- 
liuh.ling wa:i the great sin of mystic Babylon, (see Rev. xviii. 
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13,) and from v/liicli God expressly commands liis people lo 
come out, lest they be partakers in tlieir sin, (see verse -1- ;) 
surely it is tlie duty of the people of God to come out, and 
have no fellowship) with such. 

Clear as a sunbeam, then, it is the duty of the people of 
God to have no fellowship with slaveholding. Perhaps the 
people of God never in any age separated themselves from a 
sin of a greater degree of moral turpitude. 

Nor can the objector plead want of time to consider the 
matter. The ^.piestion has been before the cliurches, not fur 
hours or days, but for years and scores of years. 

Second Ohj. — " If we discipline the slaveholder, we shall sour 
his feelings, and having cast him beyond the pale of our influ- 
ence, we can do him no good, and his soul will be lost. We 
ought therefore to keep him in." We answer: 

1. Then God was in error, when he, through his apostle, 
told the church at Corinth to dehvcr up the incestuous per- 
son to Satan ; that is, into the world, Satan's kingdom. 

2. Your objection carried out would destroy all discipliiiCo 
For the same reason we should keep the thiel^" liar, drunkard, 
gambler, fornicator, and all other offenders in the church, ns 
the place to reform them. The objector and God Almiglity 
differ in judgment ; for, 

3. The teaching of the apostle shows that discipline is the 
most effectual w^ay to bring the offender to repentance, ajul 
to do him good. True, that General Assembly (N. S.) to 
which we last alluded, in opposing the doctrine of disciplin- 
ing slaveholders, said: ''We rather sympathize with and 
would seek to succor them in their embarrassments." This 
is the bear's Inig, that squeezes to death ; a policy that lull^ 
to rest the conscience, and deludes tlie soul wnth the id(^;i, 
"After all, I am still maintaining a Christian character, else 
why should I be in the church and have therefore a fair pros- 
pect of heaven." 

When Paul w^anted to do the soul of the transgressor goo<i, 
he commanded the church to deliver the transgressor unto 
Satan, that is, cast out of God's kingdom into Saltan's king- 
dom, "for the destruction of the flesh, that his s])irit mav i>o 
saved in the day of the Lord Jesus." Tliis was the way to 
awaken the transgressor to the enormity of his guilt, and to 
bring hini to floe from his exposed condition. Aiid it had Hk! 
desired eflect. See 2 Cor. vii. 9-1 L 
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jS^or did tlio apostle wait for more liglit to be given ; nor 
(ilid ho palliate the crime, " mitigate the degree of moral tur- 
pitude," on account of existing laws and customs. The laws 
of Corinth, and the general practice of society, sanctioned the 
act of the incestuous person. But the way to correct these 
^vas not for the church to shape her policy to suit corrupt 
laws and corrupt customs, but by her practice show what was 
rii;[it. It is a false love not to discipline the deliberate of- 
feiulcr. 

In reference to those slaveholders who are not members of 
any church, and v/ho shall yet be awakened, on application 
for inembcrsliip, they should be held only as inquirers or pro- 
loationers, until they put away the sin of slaveliolding. At 
the threshold of the church, while the heart is now tender, 
aud conscience awake, is the most favored time to correct the 
evil ; for Avhen the slaveholder is received into the church, in 
i^;ood and regular standing, with full membership, it is useless 
fji' the church then to harass him about wrongs which the 
cliui'ch knew he was living in at the time of his reception. 
By his full reception he has now the credentials of his Chris- 
tian character — as it were, his passport to heaven ; and after 
nil the inconsistent and lialf-hearted teasing, or grumbling, 
tliat some members would make, he would feel that in reality 
thev do not feel that the wrono' is a sin which will exclude 
from the kingdom of heaven ; else why bring him into the 
Iviiigdora on earth ? The way to lull his conscience on the 
siibioct is, to bring him into the church in the practice of his 
sill. I know repeated instances of persons whose consciences 
nnd hearts, at the time of their awakening, seemed to be 
tc-ndcr on the subject of slaveholding. But after they had 
been fully received, and a fev/ comfortable meetings passed 
over, they became wholly indifterent ; and after hearing or 
roading one or two pro-slavery sermons, declaring slavery to 
bo a ]-]ible institution, they were almost ready to seize the 
toreli, and apply the fires of persecution to the individual who 
^vould disturb their Zion. The place to induce the slaveholder 
to give up his sin is at the time, or before, he enters the door 
of the church ; before he has been pronounced as being in a 
waivable state ; for " all that a man hath will lie give for his 
iif*^" Here is the place to tear out the roots of selfishness. 
1-iitil tins is done, "old things have not passed away, and all 
things have not become new." 

TJdnl Ohj. — -Does the objector again say, " So the slave- 
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holder is a true believer — so he gives evidence of piety, of 
being a Christian — we ought to receive him into full mem- 
bership" ? This is a very common objection, and its univer- 
sality demands special attention. In reply, Ave must notice 
what is the faith or behef required — the evidences of it — and 
whether the Bible requires no specific works as conditions of 
membership. 

1. The faith required by the Bible is a "faith that worts 
by lover Gal. v. 6. " Neither circumcision availeth any 
thing, nor uncircumcision ;" neither professions, nor orthodoxy, 
nor emotional experience, (else Pharisees and Jesuits might 
claim salvation ;) but " faith that worTcs hy love,''^ 

2. The evidence of its existence is works, and w^orks of 
love ; for " faith without works is dead " — exists not. Hence 
John says : " Let us not love in word, neither in tongue ; but 
IN DEED and in truth." 

Again : To be a Christian, every soul must be born of tlie 
Spirit, (John iii. 5,) and be " led by the Spirit," (Rom. viii. 1 4.) 
They, having the spirit of God, will exhibit its fruiis, which 
are, "Love, gentleness, goodness," &c<, Gal. v. 22. But is 
slave-holding (" the most atrocious of all evils," " the sum of 
all villanies") the evidence of faith, and the legitimate fruits 
of the Spirit, love ? If not^ then, even according to the object- 
or's ov/n grounds, the slaveholder has no right to come in, 
lacking as he does credible evidence of piety. 

Does the objector say the slaveholder is willing to confess 
Christ, and take up his cross in bearing opposition and perse- 
cution? So with Ananias and Sapphira. They doubtless 
" believed that Jesus Christ was the Son of God," and con- 
fessed him before men, and endured persecution in doing so ; 
yet the point of selfishness had not been reached — broken up. 
And when the apostle laid his hand upon their property^ they 
showed that " old things had not yet passed away, and that 
all things had not yet become nev- ;" they were selfish still, 
as shown by specific tests. This leads us to notice— 

3. The apostles v»^ere not satisfied y^KXki professions of belief 
but required specific acts, or abstinence from evil j^^'acticcs. 
Read Acts xxi. 25, where the apostles and elders, in general 
conference assembled, decided that from the Gentile converts 
they require, not the rites of the Mosaic economy, but 
touching the Gentiles which believe, we have written, ;!iid 
concluded that they observe no such thing, save only that 
they keep themselves from things offered to idols, and from 
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blood, and iVom strangled, and fwm fornication,^^ Now, for- 
nication was sanctioned by the law of the land in which these 
Gentiles lived. Bnt the apostles did not shape their religion, 
and lower the demands of their " Disciphnes" and " Confes- 
sions of Faith," to suit the ia\vs of the land, the corrupt cus- 
tun.is of society, even of tliose in its highest ranks, nor even 
to suit the reigning religion of the land ; for the reigning 
religion sanctioned these forbidden acts. But the apostles 
required not only " belief]'^ but also abstiimice from specified 
ads, Aiid Paul has told us specifically " not to eat with the 
extortioner," and that " the law is made for menstealers," 
skivcboldcrs. 

Fourth Oh). — Does one say, we must take the slavc- 
liolder in, and allow him time to have his mind enlightened 
Oil the subject ? Wo reply : 

1. A\^c have shown that the place to enlighten is, before 
lie enters the church. After this, lie will stop his ears, and 
pull over his eyes the hood of carnal security. 

2. Paul did not w^ait for the incestuous person to bo en- 
lightened — 1 Cor. V. 3-5. Though fornication and adultery 
in Corinth v^ere common in society, sanctioned by the laws 
and religion of the land, yet the apostle denied him the priv- 
ileges of the church until he repented of and put away his 
sin. 

3. The policy of bringing the slaveholder into the church 
for tlic purpose of enlightening him, has been tried for half a 
century ; and the Christians of our country, in mass, are, as a 
niatlei- of fact, less v/illing now to admit slaveholding to bo 
sinful than they were in the days of David Rice, Baily, ]3ar- 
row, and others. Whatever may be the facts concerning 
isolated cases, who have been thrown occasionally with minds 
of a different policy, tlie masses are furtlier from truth now 
tban they were fifty years ago. And if the public mind is 
now beginning to wake up, the awakening results not so much 
li"')ni the ])olicy of those who take the slaveholder into the 
cliureh, and thereby sanction the pi-actice as consistent with 
piety, as from the policy of those wdio pile up facts showing 
^laveholding to be sinful, and by their acts of discipline treat- 
ing it as such. 

For more than seventy-live yeai's, the truth has been un- 
furled by this nation to the eyes of the world, that " all men 

are created free and equal." And e\ er since the slaveholder 
9 v.- 

Li 
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could read tlio ]3il)le,lio could read tlie declaration, tliat " God 
liath made of one blood all the nations of the earth," that lie 
is no respecter of persons, and that \ve are required to lovo 
our neighbors as ourselves, and to do unto men as we woul.l 
they should do unto us. And if it even be true that the 
young convert does not at first see slaveholding to be sinful 
as adultery or highv»'ay robbery, iha fault lies in ihe jmtciice 
of the charck, in not callino- the attention of the convert to 
the sin ; in not constanlhj declarin/f it such, and reqiitruif/ 
repentance of this, as of the above sins. And every day she 
neu'lects the duty, the sin of io-norancc hes at lier door. 

Ministers and churches should repent of it immediately. 
If the ministers were instant in season and out of season, 
Y^ublicly declaring slaveholding to be sinful, and the churches 
treating it as such, then ^vould young converts be enlightened, 
and -svould repent at once of slaveholding, as of other sins. 
If the church shall defer tins work another half century, the 
he[iin7unr/ then have to bo made, as now, only v/itli this 
diilerence — the power of habit increased, and the force of 
numbers multiplied on the enemy's side. 

Had the ininisters and churches, in the days of l~>avid 
Eice and Father Barrow, treated as sivfal that whicli ihoy 
adn'.itted to be sinful, (slaveholding,) we would not hear their 
successors savino- " Youno; converts do not at first see slavo- 
holding to be sinful." Shall we not profit by their error, una 
refuse the fellowship of tho church as a sanction of the iu- 
ivjuity ? 

Does the objector say, in connection with tlie above : 
Christ is a Saviour of his people from their sins, [true, but 
not in tlieir sins,] and therefore I tell men to come to Cln'ist 
with all their sins — slaveholding among the rest"? 

That is, tlio objector means by " coming to Christ wl(li nil 
their sins — slaveholding among the rest,'' to come into tlio 
church with all their sins — "The church is tho world's re- 
former.'"'' 

Tho above objection is not a supposed one; we hioio it to 
he real, and common even amono- ministers and churchi.'s; 
and some of tlieso ministers will admit slavery to he sinful ; 



* How shall llio cliurch reform tlio woi-ltl, when she is lowcrini? her 
standard to suit tlic Avorld ? And those who pursue this course, how- 
ever houcst their intentions, are the real enemies of the cluircli — teiu*- 
iug down the distinction between the church and the world. 
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yot iluw say, " Conic into tlio cliurcli with all your sins — 
slave] loldiiig among the rest."^' 

Now. with tlic same propriety they may say to the idola- 
lo!*, adulterer, pirate, and highway robber, " Come into the 
church with all your vile practices; we do not expect you to 
SCO lliGse tbings wrong at first; after you hear us preach 
]irinci[>les awhile, tlien you will see these things wrong. 
Conic, Cbrist can save his people from their sins. That is, 
we do not mean by this passage that which is its obvious 
iin|»ort, that you are to separate from your sins ; Christ can 
save you living in them." 

Now, John said : " Repent, and bring forth fruit meet for 
repentance," — that is, actions separating from your vile prac- 
tices,, And Isaiah, even in his dark and corrupt age, said : 
Let the wicked forsake his ivays^ and the unrighteous man 
Lis thoughts." Then, " Let him turn to the Lord, and he Avill 
liavo mercy upon him ; and. to our God, for he Avill abundantly 
jiardon." So Christ taught, and so his apostles taught; and, 
as wo have seen, required the putting a^Yay of specific immo- 
valitie&, even when these specific immoralities were sanctioned 
bv the reiffnino* relia'ion and laws of the land, and when the 
l>ul)lic mind and the mind of the young convert were en- 
liwhtfMied only by the example of their small and scattering 
cliurches. This was the way to bring the convert to see the 
ijiaciicG sinful, not by taking it into the church, and thereby 
Haying, " The act is consistent with piety." 

A\'ilh this ])oint clearly made out, we are now prepared to 
answer the ob'iection of the Assembly of the Presbyterian 
Church, (N. S',) 1846: 

We regard the system of slavery, as it exists in these Unit- 
ci.l States, as intrliiskally unrighteous, opposed to the law and 
the gos]»el, and the best interests of humanity ; . . . . yet we 
^Yuuld not undertake to determine the degree of moral turpi- 
tude on the part of individuals involved in it." .... "We 
have no right to institute and prescribe tests not recognized in 
the Scri])tures." 
We reply : 

1. If we should use Pillsbury's parody, and change the 
word slaveholders into slieepstealers, we suppose the Assembly 



Tlic ^vl•iter has in his possession a private letter from one of the 
r.iosi rc>]U'Ctable ministers in Kentucky, (Presbyterian,) in v^hich he 
'iofends the practice of admitting slaveholders to the church, and takes 
the above position. 
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could soon determine " the degree of moral turpitude." And, 
as Christ pertinently asked, "Is not a man b<etter than a 
sheep?" is not the enme of stealing such greater? What 
stretch of intellect does it require, to perceive a high degree 
of moral turpitude in coolly, deliberately, and systematicallv 
depriving a poor, innocent man of his dearest riglit — personal 
ownership) ? When Southern men prononmce it " the most 
atrocious of all evils," and when fothers, emerging from tlio 
gloom of former centuries, styled it ^' the sum of all villanies," 
what should we expect of those hving in the broad light of 
the middle of the nineteenth century, and free from the 
biasing effects of education and interest? Posterity will 
surprised at the tardiness with which we come up to the ])ointy 
that there is in all deliberaite slaveholding a kif/h " degree of 
moral turpitude." But we ask not the Assembly, nor any 
one, to determine the exact degree of moral turpitude. It is 
sufficient to know, a& \q Assembly has conceded, that slave- 
holding is intrinsically/ icnrighteous^ opposed to the law and 
the gospel.^'' If so, treat it as such. Let the decree go forth. 

2. We ask not the Assembly, nor any church, to " insii- 
iuie testsP God has instituted the tests, and the idcutii'al 
one we are insisting on. In 1 Cor. v. 11, as we hm-e seen, 
God commands that if any man that is called a brother^ who 
is an extortioner, with such not to eat ; that is, have no eccle- 
siastical connection — Christian fellowship. " Put away that 
wicked person." Again, in 1 Tim. i. 10, the apostle, enumer- 
ating specific sins, says, the law is also " for any other tliiriic 
that is contrary to sound doctrine according to the gospel of 
the blessed God." Now, the Assembly (as the reader doubt- 
less will) has admitted that slavery is "opposed to the pre- 
scriptions of the laws of God, to the spirit and ])reeepts of 
the gospel." ISTow, if the law is made for such, let the la\Y 
be executed. 

Again, in the same verse, the apostle tells us specifically, 
that the law is not only for liars nnd wlioremonnjers, but also 
for MENSTEALERs, {w8pa7io8cGt7i^,) This, as w\-^/have sho\vii, 
means slaveholders. And the essential sin of slaveholdino' is 
the same as that of kidnapping-— withholding liberty fronrau 
innocent man. 

If the law is made for such, why not enforce it ? h it 
mexpedient to do what God has appointed to l>o done ? 

Moreover, the Confession of Faith of this Assembly ur.co 
contained an article giving the same exposition of the fore- 
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i^oiug text which wo have just given. What was true then is 
uuo now. And tliough Assemblies, from various moti ves^ may 
hlot out or suppress trutli, God does not. His law and gospel 
kIj not vary to suit the ever-varying phases of a corrupt 
AVorld. 

I^ifth OhJ. — Again, tlie objector says : 
1 believe slavery is sinful, and tliat the church ouccht to 
purity herself from it; but we anti-slavery men ought to 
stay in the church, and work to purify it — to get tlie rest of 
the members rio'ht." 

\)0 answer : 

1. Then God did wrong when ho said to his people, " Come 
out from corrupt Babylon, that ye be not partakers in her 
sius, and that ye receive not of her phigues." 

2. The history of the church shows that God's policy of 
coming out from a chiu'ch which, after deliberate and oilicial 
ueiiuii, determines to fellowship any manifest sin, is the cor- 
rect policy to secure a pure church. Hence God called 
Abraliam out from the idolatrous connection in which he was. 
lie did not stay to purify it. Christ and his followers lived in 
a corrupt age, and, like the prophets, they offered sacrifice at 
Jerusalem, because their religion zuas then a ?iational one, 
and (here was but oise place ivhere men could offer sacrifice — 
;it Jerusalem. The necessity of ceremoxial observances 
mack responsibilities different from the present:-' .But 
Christ told the Samaritan woman, the time was coming 
^vllcn men should offer sacrifice, not on that mount, but 
every vdiere. And when tliis fulness of time came — the tic 
of ceremonial observances broken — we find Cbrist takino- the 



''The diifcrence in tlic two dispcnsatious, the ISlosaic and Cluis- 
tiiij^, furiii^lies a good reason why Clirist and his apostles should 
remain in the church wlicn it was wofully corrupt in morals, and ^vliy 
■^vt; sJuHild not. Hie church, under the Mosaic dispensation, was 
typical, exlnbiting by types and shadows and ceremonies what was 
i L'ally to he possessed in the Christian dispensation. So long, there- 
i-'ri', as lier typical institutions were ke})t ])ure, the end of her institu- 
ti')ii was attained, no matter what niiL^lit be the moral cliaracter of 
!K-r ministers and members in other respects. But, under tlic Ghris- 
uaii d!>pensation, we nuist have in trii'Ii. v.diat was represented in 
Uie i( inner dis])ensation under sJuidov}. We must liave Clirist as our 
hii.'!i Priest— Christ as our sacrifice; and for a pro])er participation 
ol ihe ordinance of the Supper, we must have tliose who have ])een 
^^aslicd from sin in Clu-ist's blood, and cleansed by the washing of 
U'genoratiou."— i>. Gilmorc, 
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I^iss.ovcr witli Ills disciples alone. AikI from that time ou- 
•\v;ird, {.hc}' wore, lu all respects, separate from the tiewisli 
church. Under the gospel, God commands, as v;e ha\ e seen, 
this policy; and in this way only has a pure church been 
maintained. AVhen in tlie }iroccss of time the Christian 
church became corrupt, a pure chui'ch was attained by a \\\v^ 
of secessions, reaching from the xsovatians, A. 1). 251, to tlic 
Donatists ; from the .Donatists to the Paulicians; from these 
to the Albigenses and Waldenses; from these to the great 
I*rotestant secession in the days of Lutliei* and Zuinglius. 
"Who disputes the duty of the Trotestant secession, in 
obedience to the command, " Come out from lier, my people 
If the reader does, then he is bound to go back to " the 
mother churcli" — the Roman Catholic Church, as that cliureh 
yet claims. Many branches of the Protestants became cor- 
ru])t. Wesley attempted reformation in the church, but his 
follo\Yers sfiw that duty and correct })oliey required them to 
cornc out, and they did so. So did the Independents ajul 
the Puritans, who planted religion in our own country. And 
the churches now, in our land, as v>o have seen, having 
become corrupt — practising the sins of mystic liabylon — it 
is now a duty equally imperative upon the people of God tu 
come out. 

The opposite policy has been a failure. For sixteen hun- 
dred years, sucli men as jCrasmus, Fenelon, ^lassillon, and 
others, have been staying in the cluu'ch to purify it. Di'l 
they do it? Never ! They died where they began, amidst 
corruption. Like the sundisli in stagnant Avaters, aniidsi 
death-struo'2:les, thev reilected sonic beautlfid ravs, only to 
be covered b}^ tides of coming corruj.'don. How difterent 
the history of Novatian, Donatus, AVickhiVe, J.uther, Zuin- 
glius, Melancthon, and others, who came out with theni. 
They and their churches were beacon-stars, w.arnlng of danger 
on the one hand, and directing to the ]^ort of safety on tlic 
otlier. These churches came out, chiefly, on account of im- 
moral practices in. the old churciies ; and hence they were 
called, even in the days of the Novations, calharl — puritans. 

Notwithstanding the foregoing truths, many, as an argu- 
ment for staying in the church, say, pervcrtingly, A little 
leaven leavens tlie whole lump." Tliey mean to assert that 
thc^sc who are pure, and have truth on their side, should stay 
in tJio church, to pour truth upon error, and thereby piu'ify 
the cburch. We reply : 
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1. TliGii God was in error, whon he said to his people, 
Coiiio out." 

2, The woi'd leaven, Avhen used in tlie Scriptures to desig'- 
n.'Uo truth ap.d purity, is uut used to desiguato the injlncnce 
of a few true Christians upon a corrupt cJiurch^ Init to desig- 
liate the iufluence of a pure church, upon ivcorrupt ivorltL 
]*araj)hrased, as used by our Saviour, it reads thus: The 
kiiii-'doni of heaven, that is the churcli, when pure, as planted 
l)V Clu'ist, is like leaven, leavening or pinhying the corrupt 
^voild around it, as leaven leavens meal around it, and will 
coaliiiuc to do so luitil the whole lump, the whole world, 
shall he a'iven to God for his inheritance" — until the kinixdoms of 
this earth shall become the kino-doms of his Son. l.hit " if the 
salt," which designates the pure church, " have lost its saltness," 
(that is, when the controlling influence has become corrupt,) 
"wherewith shall it be salted?" that is, how shall it be puri- 
tiod ? The controliino; influence is ao-ainst you : that of course 
will vote you down, bear your name and influence along with 

current, and you cannot reach the matter of complaint, for 
it is now admitted by the controlling influence to l)e consist- 
i-!it with ])iety. Yov cannot therefore reach the coriaipt 
3 nrin hui's ; and they see tliat your words are contradicted by 
your practice, for you ijcUowship with what you say is 
wicke<.l ; they regard you as having beams in your own eyes, 
aiK.l as not sceinii' verv straio'ht; or else, that von are not 
honest — do not really believe what you say. In either case, 
Vuu cannot reach the crrinii; members. 

The w^ord leaven is also used in the Scriptures to designate 
tlio tendency of immoral j^^^cictlces ; as in tlie fifth chapter 
C'f tirst Corinthians, where the apostle rebukes the cliurch at 
Curinth for their fellowship of an immoral practice, and warns 
tl'C w'Ao/c cAwrrA of their danger by saying, "Know ye not 
that ;i little leaven leavens the whole lump 'T 

For, 

1. "It is loicked in all to fellowship loickedncss ;" it is re- 
hellion against God, v/hen he has commanded you not to 
oat with, or fehowship "fornicators and extoilioners." And, 

2. Many are in danger of practising the same immorality. 
I'or so soon jus any practice, or system, is admitted into the 
Llau'ch, it is tlien baptized a^ not sinful — sealed as consisterit 
witli |)iety — and others may thei'efore practise the same. 

o. With those who are not w'illing to do the deed — prac- 
ti^^o the iniquity themselves — their hearts become callous by 
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familiarity witli tlic sin, tlieir consciences scared ].>y resi-sfui^r 
the command of God, " Put away tlic v/ickcd person,''-^ 
" JLave no fellowship with the unfruitful works of darkne.-s f 
and for fear they shuuid speak their own condemnation in 
fciUowsliipping that which they admit to be wicked — wrong — 
they, too, become silent, or a])ologists for the iniquity, U) 
make consistent their own position or connection. Thus it 
is, "A little leaven of corruption leavens the whole lum]>." 

Fads in the hhtory of lite Chiuxh. — Let us a]>}i(jal to 
factsy as developed in the history of the churches of uur own 
day, and illustrative of the trith. of God's holy Word. The 
I*resbyterian Church, as we have already showai, once h;id 
an article in Iier Confession of Faith which declared shivc- 
holdino- to be manstealino' and classed it alono* with tinj 
most heinous sins. The leaven of slavery worked, biding in 
the church, until it ex]nroged that article. 

In 1818 the spirit of truth and liberty made another strug- 
gle, but more faint than th.c former, to extricate herself from 
the tyrant grasp of slavery. In that year the General As- 
sembly dechired slavery to be "a violation of the most pre- 
cious I'ights of Juunan nature, utterly incormstent with the 
law of God, and totally irreconcilable w^itli the spirit and 
principles of the gos])el of Christ." But words and resolu- 
tions were neutralized by practice — the ijiconsistency of f'l- 
iowshij)ping such a sin ; and the result was, that their tosti- 
luony was but little regarded. The monster ate and sle]')t qui- 
etly in her bosom, daily sucking from her her strength, her life's 
blo<jd, and pouring into her veins the poison of oppression, 
and chilling her l>.eart by the coldness of its toucli. 

In tlie process of time the Church divided, and one GIJ 
School ininister came home to the vSouth, rejoieing that *' we 
liave got clear of the Abolitionists." There was then nuicli 
anti-slaverv feeling in the New School branch, and but litllo 
slavery. This little was not at once expelled, and Chrir^tian.s 
ontert^d upon another fruitless attempt of trying to wear out 
the spirit of slavery by retaining it in the church and pour- 
ing upon it gospel principles. Out of the church it. falls 
before the ])Owcr of the gospel; but once in the chui'ch, it 
has then a shield of sanction that foils the ])oirit of fNciy 
dart, while it strengthens with the advance of tinu*. ii'' 
answer to its covetous cleiiiands, slave territory afu.-r slavo 
territory was added, with slaveholding members, preachers and 
lay men, until its power became such that it could either 
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overawe the enfeebled spirit of liberty then struggling in tliO 
liMvuin of the Assembly, or stanip into the ground all peti- 
tions and remonstrances sent up from different portions of 
land, }>vaying for separation from human oppressioli. The 
v^ i•il*:•^ knows th;it many of the ministers, elders and members 
of tJiis body hold and traffic in slaves, just as other citizens 
of ill.' South do. And the front of slavery is now so brazen, 
that, a> -we have said, at the Assembly previous to the last, 
;i pivaeher and member boasted, on the lloor of the Assem- 
j.iy, that he had bought a slave woman, and paid for her in 
i-roacliinij:." 

And at the last General Assembly a slaveliolder was se- 
Ivet'/d to administer the emblems of impartial love, Christ s 
biukcu body and shed blood. AVas not Christ pained when 
lit* ^aw that Assembly place tlie highest honor on one who 
(];il!y rubs the Lord's poor of their dearest rights ? " Is Christ 
tlie minister of sin f Gal. ii. 17. liow sliould that body 
f'L'l and act, if Jesus of Nazareth were (piartered in one of the 
I'laiit.'ition huts of that minister, and driven day by day to 
unriMjiiited toil, sidjject to the soul-driver, and to be sold like 
l^-a^ts of the field Yet "what that minister does, and what 
liial Assembly does to or for Christ's ])oor, tliey do for him. 
So snv^i Christ ; see Matt. xxv. 45. liow lias the line p'okl 
I' 'Cuino dim !" the onco quickened conscience, how^ seared 1 
llio leaven of unrighteousness is at work. 

The (Jid School body has more slaveholders in it, and 
la.oro apologists for slavery among them, and has done more 
t'iiieially to tolerate it, than the New School body, and is still 
los hopeful. 

''In 18-15, the Synod of Cincinnati (0. S.) received, as a 
^aomlxjr in good and I'cgular standing, a slaveholder, who, 
at the time of his reception, declared that he owjied slaves, 
■J'ld expected to sell them; and the Synod was about to in- 
li'i l Censure upon one of its members for promptly opposing 
tho aet.''— i). Gilriiorc. 

Ihe same year the General Assembly (0. S.) passed a 
ivsolution as follows : — 

''Resolved^ That our church was originally oi'ganized, and 
Jias continued the bond of union, on the conceded pi'inciple, 
itiai the existence of domestic slaverv, under the circmnstan- 
m which it is found in the southern portion of our coun 
*iy, no bar to Ckrisfian communion.^'' 

^^ hat IS the consequence of not coming out from such a 
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body, ^Ylllci) thus deliberately determines to fellowship Avhat 
one of its Southern members (II. J. Breckenridgo) stylos 
" the most Jitroeious of all evils " a violation of the natu- 
ral j'ights of mankind " thus committing clear robljcry" ] 
Head as follows : — 

On the 11th of September, 1830, Chilieothc Presbytorv 
(0. S.) 

" Resolved^ •That this Presbytery cannot hold fellowshij) 
with any Presbytery, Synod or other ecclesiastical body, wliilo 
it tolerates mi dor its jurisdiction either the sin of daveholdiug 
or the justification of the sin of slaveholding, and es]:)ccia]ly 
the justification of it by aj)peals to the Scriptures, Avhicli, in 
the judgment of this Presbytery, is blas])hemy of . Alniighty 
God, and a shocking prostitution of his Word." 

And they afterward declared, that " the title which the Koly 
Spirit, ill the Sci'iptures, gives to a body which, woukl delib- 
erately- assume such a position, and act accordingly, is 'a hah- 
italioii of devils y Yat tliese memorialists, disobeying God 
in not coming out from a body so corrupt, and trying the 
policy of staying in to purify it, became, by the leavcnino- 
iniluence of corruption, and that blindness which God per- 
]nits to those who "receive not the truth in the love of it,'' 
so corrupt in ten years as not only to stay in such a "habi- 
tation," ]jut to apologize for such. See their words in 18-19, 
in rei)ly to a petition to withdraw from all connection with 
slaveholdino: bodies : — 

" The Presbytery^ consider the churches in the South as 
in circumstances unfavorable for looking at this subject can- 
didly. Tlieir preconceived opinions, their cherirshed habits 
their su|)poscd interests go to blind tlieir eyes; and, alas! 
too many of their religious teachers have contributed to this 
moral darkness, ly pi'essing the Bible into their service, and 
l)y 'drawing in the mi\d and benevolent system of Jewisli ser- 
vitude a.s authority for the cruel system of slavery. They 
luive ixdnicd their windotvs^ lest the painful glare should fla^h 
in upon them. This is weak and unmanly enough, [not 
wicked, wc supjwsc^l but men have done so in every age, and 
Christians have too often rneanlv turned away from the liiiht. 
if the slaveholding churches had their minds informed on 
this suhj^K^t, and would still continue to vindicate and prac- 
tise as they now do, this Presbytery would not hesitate to 
])ronounce them synao-oo'ues of Satan, llien, indeed, thev 
would feel it a duty, and claim it a privilege, to come out 
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iVoni among tliora. But this is not the fact. No ; tliey arc 
]i(:)0(.^^viIlkc^l and bewildered on tliis subject, as good men 
}i;i\c often l>een, and as we ourselves have been on tliis and 

oilu;r subjects Christ is preached in the South, 

and Iji'licved on in the South, by those whose eyes are yet 
jaiiniliced on the subject of shavcry ; the doctrine of justiti- 
catiuu by faith is taught as cleai'ly, and preached perhaps 
more ardently by many of them than l)y some of oui'selves. 

^' Resolved ^ That Presbytery, as much as ever opposed to 
sliwei'v, will continue to use their inlkience to rid the churcli 
of tliat great evil ; but they are unanimously and decidedly 
opposed to withdrawal from the Presbyterian Church, and 
jK'urly unanimous in their opposition to withdi'awal from Iho 
tu.'iifral Assembi}^, because they are unAvilling to close the 
door against their efforts, and to leave slavery undisturbed in 
tlie church.'' 

Thus, after havino; declared most solemnly, that the title 
^v]!!cll tlic Holy Spirit gave to that church which would teach 
tliat God allowed such an iniquity as slavery in his church, 
^vas, a ' habitation of devils,/ and having declared that they 
wmuM not hold fellow^ship witli bodies that tolerated this sin in 
tlioir communion, they tell us, after a lapse of ten years, tliat 
IIk-'V are unanimously of opinion that they ought not to 
v.ithdraw from bodies which dehberately have done these 
tliin^^'s. They tell us, that after havino* painted their win- 
<lij\vs to keep the light out, and having pressed the Pible into 
I lioir service to prove slaveholdino- to l>e riodit, that thev arc 
ii'X>d-\vuiked and bewildered on tliis subioct, and because tho 
d'x-iriiie of justification by faith is preach.ed and received 
<'ni]orio' them, we must treat them as constitutino' a Chris- 
tiaii ciiurch ; notwithstandinix they steal their neiahljors' 
^vivc.N and sell their neighbors' children, and blaspheme Al- 
ii'ighty (Jod, and shockingly prostitute his Word, — so much 

tli;it tlie Jloly Spirit calls such a body a ' habitation of 
'l-viis.' Mlo^y liave the mighty fallen, and the weapons of 
war [.oiished.' i;. G-ilmorCo 

1 leaven of unrighteousness leavened the whole luni]). 

Idle etlect of the leaven of unrighteousness in lowering the 
^taii lard of the church to suit the demands and cpiietude of 
; ''fv< IT, from time to time, is, if possible, still more manifest 
; ' liistoiy of the Methodist Church. Tlnit their rules 
■''-;e be.M\ altered from time to time to suit the South is ad- 
niiik-d l)y their own authorities. 
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" Kulos liave been made from time to time, regulating tLe 
sale, and purchase, and holding of slaves, with reference to 
the dilTercnt laws of the States where slavery is tolerated, 
[that is, Christians do, on subjects of religious duty, what 
Nebucliadnezzar says J which, upon tlic experience of the 
great difficulty of administering tiiem, and the unhappy con- 
sequences to masters and servants, liave been as often ch(u>[/(d 
or Te2)caled!!'' Extract from the Address of the Bishops beioro 
the Conference of 1840. 

" Tiie h'story of the church shows this point indisputal>iy, 
that the highest ground that has ever been held upon the 
subject [slavery] was taken at the very organization of the 
church, and that concemons have been made by the 
church continually, from that time to this, in view of the 
necessities of the South." Extract from Dr. Durbin's speech 
on Bishop Andrew^s' case. 

Facts illustrative of the ahove ]Joint^ «5 developed in tJie 
history of the Church. — Our facts are gathered from Enory's 
History of the Discipline, and Matlack's History of Amer- 
ican Slavery and Methodism. Wesleyan Methodism was 
introduced into this country in IY66. The first Confer- 
ence held was in 17^3. Tiiere is no intimation of the exist- 
ence of slavery in the societies up to the time of the Amer- 
ican Revolution. In l'7-74, Mr. Wesley pubhshed his 
Thoughts upon Slavery," in which he said, "Liberty is the 
right of every human creature as soon as he breathes the 
vital air ; and no human law can deprive him of that ri<ihiP 
" Who can believe, that whilst John W^esley was thus de- 
nouncing slavery in England, he was at the same time allow- 
ing and aj^proving of it in America? To say one thing and 
allow another was no part of his character." Unfortunately 
the societies liad no rule excluding slavery.^' And during tli-j 
llevolution, whilst Asbury was shut up inDelaw-are, and .lohn 
AVesley and all the rest of the English ministers, save Asbur}', 
were absent in England, slavery crept into the societies, llenec 



■^^ "TliG article in the present Discipline, on this subject, Avas never in 
Mr. Wesley's Oenernl Rules, for he had no need' of siicli a rulo to 
kiH'p slavery out of his societies in England." — Daniel Dt: Mnitr. Als'i 
iMr. Lee's HistiMy of Methodisin. The article in t'ne General ]\iil<^. 
031 this subject, asfr^i writtai, is supposed to liave been iiiln-dueeii 
by Coke, and Asbury, as expressive of Wesley's views. It Ava-s 
origiiially introduced, worded hke Asbury's and Coke's notes on du-- 
Disci pliue. 
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tlio f(.)llow!ni>; question at the Conference of 1780: " Que'^- 
lion ' J>oefi tliis Conference acknowledge that slavery 
is couii'iuy to the iaws of God, man and nature, and hurtful 
to socit'ty; contrary to the dictates of conscience and pure 
reliu'ion, and doing that wc would others should not do unto 
us and ours ? Do we pass our disapprobation on all our 
iVionus who keel' slaves, and. advise their freedom?" An- 
swer : Yes." In those days Methodists spoke freely on the 
subject of "African liberty in their love-feasts." See Asbury's 
juuniiil. And the ministers spoke boldly against the sin. "At 
our quarterly meetings, where hundreds of slaveholders were 
|irr',.-ent with their slaves, I have repeatedly heard some of 
(Air [>roachers condemn tlio practice of slaveiy as a vile shi 
i\'j^:m-i (jod, morally^ socially and 2^oU tie ally wrong." Let- 
ter of Samuel Davis to Dr. Fisk, publislied in Zion's Watch- 
ii-iau, April 8, 1838. On Sunday, 9th of April, iTSo, Dr. 
Coko took occasion to introduce the subject of slavery, and 
expatiated on its injustice in terms that were not calculated 
{'■) llnitcr his auditors." He was about to be mobbed by some, 
whuui the apostle calls " certain lewd ibllov,-s of the baser 
surt," but they were pi'ovented by a magistrate who was pros- 
t ut and interposed. This magistrate, upon further rctleelion 
on what was said in the Sunday sermon, "emancipated Hfteen 
.^!:ive.^" — all he had. Wc should speak out truth ; we know 
not \vii;it blessed results may follow. 

iJw Coke and other ministers of that day spoke openly on 
lii'j Sabbath, although their preaching caused " disturbance." 
r»'ittjr to make disturbance now, Ijy preaching faithfully 
aj,'ain:-t sin, than have the souls of our neiu'hbors disturbed in 
iho burnings of lieil for ever. Their preachers did not then 
'<\\>\)\y that Scripture, " Let every soul be subject to the higlier 
I'-ovvvrs,'' as a cloak to screen them from responsibility and 
vlangcr. They knew that requirement was, hke every 
ulht-r to human authorities, "in the Lord;" th.'itis, obey them 
^='0 tar as they are consistent with duty to God and man, as 
revealed in God's Word. Beyond this they would use the 
v.or.ls of the apostles, " Yvhether we should obey God or marj, 
jndu-e ye." 

Their opposition v/as not only religious, but also pohtical. 
Honce " Mr. Marshall, afterwards Chief Justice, avowed [in 
the Convention for forming the Federal Constitution] that 
if the Government countenanced slavery, it would lose the 
?u]-.povt of the Methodists and Quakers." 
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But these early Metliodists were not content witli preacliino:^ 
talking, and passing resolutions against slavery ; tliey incor- 
porated into their '-^ first Boole of Discir)line''' rules as follows, 
requiring slavery to be driven from their church, and rofiisir.M- 
cunnnuuion or fellowship with any holding slaves. See th-j 
foUowino: extract fi'om the acts of the Conference of US-i. 
Question 42: ''What methods can we take to extirpate 
slavery 'P "Answer : We are dee]"»ly conscious of the iiajuvi- 
priety of making new terms of communion [God had already 
made the right terms. See 1 Cor. v. 11-13; Rev. xviii. 4; 
2 Thes. iii. G; 1 Tim. i. 10. They had overlooked these for 
some time, until the leaven of corruption had crept in] f':>i' a 
religious society already established, except on the most press- 
ing occasion ; and such, we esteem the practice of holding our 
^-jllow-crcatui'es in slavery. We view it as contrary to tlic 
golden law of God, on which hang all the law and the |tro* 
pheis, and the inalienable rights of mankind, as well as evciy 
principle of the llevolution, to hold in the deepest al)asenK:iit 
. . . so many souls that are all capable of the image otM-od. 

" W^e therefore think it our most bounden duty to take im- 
mediately some effectual method to extirpate this abonilnn- 
tion fi'om among us ; and for that purpose we add the follow- 
ing to the rules of our society^ viz. : 

1. Every member of our society vvho has slaves in his pos- 
session, shall, witliin twelve months after notice iriven to iiiiu 
by the assistant, legally execute and record an instrument, 
whereby he emancipates and sets free every slave in lii-^ 
possession." Infants born in slavery were to be enianci- 
j>ated immediately. Those under twent}', at twent^'-iive. 
Those between the ages of twenty and twenty-five, inniie- 
diately, or at least when they arrived attheaire of thirty ; and 
so on with every slave, until all were set free by a deed ul 
emanci |\ation, recorded. 

Tlie second rule required every assistant to keep a bookia 
which should be recorded all the names and ages of all the 
slaves belonging to all the members of the circuit, and tlio 
time of each record of emancipation. 

llic third rule permitted those w]]0 refused to do so, to 
witlidraw: '' othcnvisc the assistant shall exclude kirn from 
the sociclj/,''^ 

4th Rule. " No person so voluntarily witlidrawn, or so 
cxchided, shall ever partake of the Lord's Supper with tlio 
Methodists, till he complies with the above requisitions." 
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r)tli Rule. " No person liol ding slaves shall in future bo ad- 
iniittid into society, or to the Lord's Supper, till he previously 
cumj)iies with tliese rules concerning shivery." 

'riicsc rules were to take effect in States wliere tlie laws wx~)u]d 
alluw emancipation. The friends in Virginia Avere allowed 
two ycni's to consider the expediency of compliance or noii- 
cninpliunce mth these rules. These loop-holes were occasioned 
l.y the leaven of unrighteousness already in the church. 

Question 43. What shall be done with those who buy or sell 
sinves, or give thcTn away? Answer: They are immediately 
to 1)0 expelled, unless they buy them on purpose to free tliem. 

l)Ut tiie leaven, as w^e have said, was already hi tlic churchy 
ainl innnodiatcly be^'an to exert itself for room to Avork — to 
low.'i" ihe standard of the church ; for by a reference to As- 
burv's Journal, we find that the slaveholdino; interests in Vir- 
-'iiiia and Maryland began to make distui'bance, to oppose 
t]i«;so rules. Accordingly, next year, " in the Annual Slin- 
iitt's,-' it wjis I'ecoramended, " that wo suspend the minute 
upon sla\ ory until the deliberations of a future Conference." 

At the General Conference in 1790 the Conference mate- 
rially l<.)\vored the standard. They rerpiired, first, that great 
• aiv be exorcised* as to persons holding ojficial stations, (just 
a.^ ihungli it was not as wrong for a private member to hold 
>lav<'S as an official member,) and that " secui'ity be taken 
iliat such oificial members emancii)ate their slaves immedi- 
;i.'''ly, or gi-adually, as the laws of tlie Statos respectively and 
liio c'ncuiiidanccs of the case will admit." If the circum- 
>ia!U'os, -A'c, did not admit, tlien the preachers might and 
'li'l li(.)ld slaves, " That no slaveholder be received into so- 
'-■H'ly till the preaclier who has the oversight of the circuit 
lia.s spolccn to hhn freely and faithfully on the subject of 
^lawry.' J lore is a stepping down from a rule ])Ositively 
i''''piiring r'1-iiancipation, to mere talk to the slaveliolder. 

f lio third rule made at this Conference required " that 
^vrry iiiember who sells a slave shall be excluded imraedi- 
'|^''ly-'' Just as though it was not rio-ht to sell whatAVC may 
h^r'iflh/ hold. If it" be not right to soil, it is not right to 
voluntarily hold. 

Also, any member purchasing a slave, the ensuing quar- 
'"•'■ly meeting was to determiue liov/ long that slave must 
)voi-k to pay for the money advanced for his purchase. And 
^< the master tailed to secure emancipation at the time fixed, 
^^10 master was to be expelled from the society. The clul- 
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dren of female slaves were required to go free at twenty-cmp 
for female, and twenty-tive for male cliildren. Also, the Aii- 
juial Conferences were to prepare addresses to the several 
Legislatures, and the elders, deacons, and travelhng preacliors 
were to pi'ocure as many signatures as possible to these ad- 
dresses! "Let this be continued from year to ykai;, 

TILL THE DESIRED END BE ACCOMPLIStlED.'' 

Did they thus continue? Let us see. The next yr^ar 
"all that rehites to action against slavery, by petition or oth- 
erwise, was struck out!" and substituted in the place of tliis 
tit'th rule were the words, Let our preachers, from timo to 
time, as occasion sei-ves, admonish and exhort all slaves to 
render due respect and obedience to the commands and 
interests of their respective masters!" 

Seven years after this the sellino* of slaves was allowed', 
if the cii'cumstanccs in the ease were in the judgment of 
committee justitiable ! and full license was granted to ail ih 
members of the church within the limits of five States oftli'.' 
Union without let or hindrance. And in 1808 all that re- 
lated to slaveliolding ainong private members was stricken 
out of the Discipline.^* 



yhd reader ^^ill not ho able to mulorstand the General Rid»\ a? 
now touiul ill tlui Dir^cipline, un1(; ho cleariv di.stinguirsli Ijctwiiii 
the po\v<'rs mul acts of the prnnary General Conrereiices ^v]l\:]\ W'-'i 
before 18<)8 and the one tluit mot at that time, and tlic deh-i^ati'd 
fiuos Avliich niet after tluit period. Tlie primary General Ct)nlVreiioi.- 
Itad fiill power to cliaiiL!;e any part of the Discipline. All part- vn-* r-' 
y^aced on tlie s-ame ba;sis, and the last act modified or suspended ull 
previous ones. Hence tlie general ride which forbade the bnyin'i; 
selling of men, -women or children, "Wtis so far superseded by the n;''' 
of 17'JS as to admit of buying to continue in slavery for ;i iiniiu''i 
time; and by that of l-SO !-, so as to sell into perpetual slavery in n^-- 
tain cases, in any of tlu^ slave States; anrl both to buy und sell v:i;li 
itnpunity in the States of I^orth C;irolinn, South Carolina, Georgia, ii'i i 
T(inn(issee. So that there was no rule in the Discipline at tli»' nui !- 
ing of the Couforence of 1 808 wliich prohibited the buying and sell- 
ing shvves in four Southern States in any sense, or to any (^xteiit."' 
wholly forbade it in any of the States, In the other slave States ili'' 
rule allowed members to buy slaves to free them, when the 
cliase.d slaves had served the time fixed by the (piarterly aieeum: 
conference to remunerate th.eir purchasers for the price of their p'-' 
chase, Avhich would, in many cases, be longer than tlie slaves lived, a'l'l 
to sell, when in tlie judgment of a committee it was an act of "nier-y 
and humanity," and' the slave desired to be sold." 

This was the rule of the church at that timo, the discijdine of ti-i'^ 
period. All these provisions were adopted after the change in ilv^ 
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In 1808 the General Conference provided that "the An- 
nual Conferences sliould form their own rcoruhitions rehativ-e 
to l»uyino' and sellmg slaves." Yet " this left power in the 
body of the preachers to act efticiently against slavery, even 
sliould the General Conference choose wholly to refrain. But 
in 1820 this power was Avilhhekl." In 1824 the last touch 
was given to the Discipline on this question, as found in the 
jireseiit Discipline, in answer to the question, " What shall bo 
done fur the extirpation of the evil of slavery 

The first answer rerjuiros that no slaveliolder shall be 
eliu'iblc to any official station in our church.'' This has long- 
si iice l)oen disregarded ; many preachers in the North and 
South churches are slaveholders. 

The second requires that "a travelling preacher who sliall 
hi'com.e the owner of a slave or slaves, by any means, shall 
llx.'feit his ministerial character in the cliurch, unless lie exe- 
cul'\ {/* it he 'practicable^ a legal emancipation of sucli slaves." 

The third requires that "all our preacliers shall prudently 
cnfurcc u])on our members the necessity of teaching their 
slaves to read tiie Word of God^ and to allow tliem time to 
ntlep.d upon the public worship of God, on our regular days 
of diviue service." Is not this a dead letter? Where is the 
pi-eaclicr, church, or conference that insists, practically, upon 
llie duty ? 

The fourth provides that " our colored preachers and offi- 
cial members shall have all the privileges v/hich arc usual to 
("ilhors in the quai'terly conferences, where the umges of the 
ctjii.ntrij ^i\o not forbid it." That is, a conference of Chris- 
tians may be governed by fiishion or custom — not by the prin- 
l ij'u s of right, and of an impartial Christianity. Oh, what a 
crin^'ino- and croucliino; to the vrorld.! But the leaven of 
unrighteousness is at work. And now VNdiat is there in all 
this section, in its present form, that ansv/ers the question, 
" What shall be done for the cx^tirpcitiun of the evil c/s/t/i'c?- 
?7/.'' Once the churcii had decisive and ])retty efficient 
rules, requiring every member in m.ost of the States to emau- 
cijiato every slave in their possession. Now every member 
niay hold \\)V life as many slaves as he chooses, except a for- 
luai prohibition to oflicial meml)ers and travelling preachers, 



i"'"'!'^ ill 1702; and as they were passed by primary Oenorul Confer- 
< ti^e.^^, they set aside to all intents and purposes the General Rule, so 
tur us (hoy conflicted with it—Jicv. B. Smith. 

o 
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where emancipation is 2>^'(fcticuhle ; just c'ls though they could 
not emancipate any wliere. The Quakers in South Carolina 
could do it, even though the hivvs required the emancipated 
shave to be sold again. But when there were Christians 
manifesting this much conscience, public sentiment would 
not and did not enforce the law to any extent. 

As yet we have said riothing alx)nt tlie clause on the sub- 
ject of slavery in the General Rules. This too has been 
modified and changed. 

In the General Rules, as adopted in I'/Si, specifying sins 
from which all persons were to abstain, as conditions of bo- 
coming members of the society, was the following : " The 
buying on selling of the bodies and souls of men, women or 
children, with an intention to enslave them." The language is 
similar to that used in the marginal reading of Rev. x^ iii. 13, 
where mystic Babylon is rej^resented as making merchaiidiso 
of "slaves" — "bodies and souls of men." In Ild2 this 
clause was altered, and made to read as follows : " The buy- 
ing OR selling of men, women or children, with an intention 
to enslave them." Hero is a failure to express a horrible 
fact, to wit, that the sale of human beings is a traffic in souh 
as well as bodies — selHng the temples of the Holy Ghost. 

In 1808 this rule was altered to its present form: "The 
buying and selling of men, women and children, with, an 
intention to enslave them." This clause as thus altered was 
for a time so construed that a private member or local 
preacher mig4it buy as many slaves as he chose, provided ho 
did not sell them. 

And now, south of Mason and I')ixon's line, the leaven has 
leavened so near a pai-allel with the world, that members and 
preachers in the Church North., or MtUhodistP^piscopal Church, 
as well as in the Methodist Episcopal Church South, hui/, tno, 
wdth an intention to hold as slaves for life, give away to 
their children, and also directly and openly sell others, 'luc 
writer is prepared to give cases, if needs be. Also, the wri- 
ter knows that members of the Church North as well ns 
South def(M"id slaveholding as an institution tolerated by <he 
B>ible. And yet no membei* or church enfe>rces discipline. ^ 
wdio does not sco that Methodism has sadly departed irom 
what it once was, and that n little leaven of corruption h^•lv- 
ens the whole hunp It has so far leavened tliat it has shorn 
the chui'oh of power or disposition to put forth decisive nieas- 
nres excludino; slavery or slaveholdina:. 
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Some of the membersliip suppose tlieir Discipline is anti- 
slavery now. What! rjiti-slaveryy when it allows every 
member to liold slaves, save official members or traveling 
preachers, and even these may, where the wicked laws of any 
Slate encumber emancipation — " v^ here it is not practicable " — 
that is, easy and convenient ! 

And suppose the letter or spirit of the Disciphne were 
against slavery, and the church were so fav below the Discipline 
as to be a slaveholding-^ slavebreeding, and slavetrading 
cluu'ch ; how can any one claim innocency, when he gives 
foHowsliip and aid to the church, feliowshipping, tolerating, 
ami aiding those doing these things ? If we do not act in 
obedience to God's command, Come out of her, my peo- 
ple," sliall we not expect to be " partakers of her sins, and 
receive of her plagues?" The churclies in the northern por- 
tion of our nation are guilty in this matter, as well as those 
in the Southern States ; for the Methodist Episcopal churches 
liei'c in the South are to a very great extent dependent upon 
tlic churches in the Northern or free States for ministers and 
means to build up their slavehoiding churches ; for the writer 
knows that these churches have slaveholders in them, as wo 
have said above. 

Similar facts might be gathered from the history of the 
I5;tpli.st Church, did space allow. There were Baptist 
clinrches once in Kentucky, and one in the native county 
of the writer, (Bracken,) as he is informed by fathers yet 
living, which had no fellowship with slaveholders, and formed 
tlicmselves into an Association having correspondence only 
;vitli free Associations. Deceived by the false policy, that 
it is best to let the slaveholder come into the church, so 
^'>on as convicted, and let him have time to have his mind 
" i'Hglitenod, hoping that he then will see it duty to free his 
•;!:nys, slaveholders were permitted to enter these churches. 
Ministers like Father Barrow, Baily, and Tliompson still 
tlnindered av>^ay openly and publicly against slaver}^ • But, 
'il;is ! it was too well sheltered from every dart ; the mantle 
;>i Christianity and church fellows]] ip had been thrown over 
It was nurtured and otcw in streno-th and size, until there 
'•^ now, so tar as the writer knows, but one (if even one) 
'^iHhJster of that denomination, who dares to open his lips 
'7'>m the sacred desk ao'ainst it, whilst the land is full of 
\' iiliers and Bucks, ready to defend the institution as sanc- 
tioned hj tlie Word of God. A little leaven leavens the 
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wliolo lump. . The only way of safety is to have a positive 
rule, excluding this, with every other known sin, and ncvfr 
allovv it to enter. Many are now seeing this course as iiut 
only Heaven's policy, but also the best and only safe policy ; 
and whole Presbyteries and Synods are coming out from the 
Presbvterian churches, both Old and New School Several 
Cono'reo'ational Associations have now no connection ^vi^!i 
slaveliolding bodies. 

The same work of secession is now going on in the Metho- 
dist Church. Many are now seeing that discipline is impo.ssi- 
ble, and that the controlling influence is pro-slavery, and aro 
obeying God by coming out, some as Independent Methodists, 
others as True Wesley ans, &q. The work is also going ou 
in the ]:>aptist Church. Among tlie Free Will liaptists, six 
hundred and sixteen ministers, with their still more num».'v- 
ous churches, have declared that they will sustain no rela- 
tion and perform no act tliat will countenance the system, or 
im2')ly indifference to its multiplied enoi'mities." They say 
further, tliat "slavery is a direct violation of the law of God; 
and that by refusing to sup])ort slaver}^, its principles, or its 
advocates, and by loiihholding Christian and church fellow- 
ship from all guilty of the sin of slavery, and by remenilx-r- 
ing those in bonds as bound with them, we wish to wasli our 
hands of the guilt of this iniquity." 

These open separations from slaveliolding bodies are doini^ 
immense o'ood. Thev are not only dicfjxino; out and holding' 
lip trutli on the subject of secession, and thereby formiiii;' 
public sentiment, and waking public conscience, but they arc 
encouraging and inducing many others to follow their exam- 
ple ; so that already the old bodies are beginning to look 
about for their members. Self-preservation begins to lock 
them earnestly in the fjice. And if these bodies are ever re- 
formed, it will be a hundred-fold more by the -enlighteninav 
drawing, and driving influence of those who have and sLall 
come out, than by the stultitied preaching of those v/ho stay 
m. 

And, reader, how stands your own case ? You have, ]"tt"'i'' 
haps, luid an aNvakcned conscience on this matter, and for 
many years have l)een talking and laboring. IIow many 
converts have you made ? Any ? And are you reform ing' 
your cl lurch any ? Is it becomino: more and more free frfH' 
pro-sla very influence tlirough yo2ir inslrnnicntality ? Some 
mombers may have l >een roused bv I ho socossion and 
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;-isioni action of otiicr nienibors in otlier ciiiirclios. But wmi 
r.f. jrniation liavc i/oit accomplislicd in rofevoncc to tlii.s irav- 
t'u.'ular ([ucstiun 'i Porliajts, in reality, you arc grooving less 
aciivc; and if not, perliaj^s the oliurcli is increasing its slave 
aiva, and in i-ea.lity, whilst it makes to you and others manv 
scl't concossionSj as conscience-plasters to lull you until you 
Avdll fail into your gra\'e or it gets beyond your reach, tlie 
i'iiinvh is all tlie wliile becoming more and more pro-slavery» 
(>)•, you may Iiavo but recently been awakened on the sub- 
i^cl—vour zval strono- and vet in your tirst love. So for, 
ihi.s is Wi'W. ] )ut ma.rk — led l)y tlio ioYCC of trutli, you will 
^^) ibrward to the goal of consistency, or else yet go back to 
tho (linigcon of slavery. Jn religion you can take no neutral 
uT'.juatl. And from this lioiu* vou wnil o'o on until you shall 
^ouu have no fellowship with slavery, or else you will go back, 
;!iid fold vour arms in tlie cause of fi-eedom, and that whilst 
tluj voice of iniploring millions is falling upon your ears. 
Yuu are ready to say, Is thy servant n dog, that ho shouhl do 
tlii.s thing?" Nevertheless, the process will bo this: 1. You 
will iVel condemnation for your rebellion against God ar^d 
yoiu' inconsistent position. 2. You will come to liate that 
r>ulru'rt which gives you pain, or unpleasantness. 3. You 
vd!l then banish it as much as possible from your mind, and 
]^•l^lil.:ularly from your conversation and action. Yea, soon 
Will not, unless for mere show, go where the subject is 
linmod. 

Vve know the case of many who started in the cause of 
Ii' hmIuiu with much zeal,]jut v/ho, on {iuiding that consistency 
diMnarided of them to come out from slaveliolding churches, 
;ni(l nut liking to do this, ])ogan to apologize for their posi- 
others for slavery itself, and many are now silent on the 

lu'adtri', in the language of Almighty God to Lot, we say 
t'l you, ''Escape for thy life; tarry not thou in all the plain." 
"A little leaven leavens the whole lump." Oh, how^ appro- 
l-nate our Saviour's prayer, "Lead us not into temptation!" 

S'.'Xth Ohj. — There arc other portions of Scri];)ture supposed 
I'V many to favor the policy of staying in tlie clmrch to purify 
i^ ; such as Matt. xiii. '30 : " Let the wheid. and the tares 
msv (.ogether." We re]>ly : 

1. If tliis text means that true Cliristi;ms ouLi'ht to stav in 
n cerriipt chmvh, an Antich.ristian church, wliere the control- 
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ling influences sanction immoralities, then Scripture clashes 
with Scripture ; for it will not Idc disputed for a moment, tlint 
in Eev. xviii. 4, and other like passages, God commands his 
people to come out from a corrupt church. 

2. The text, as used by the objector, would destroy all dis- 
cipline whatever. Such a construction would open the flood- 
gates of vice, pour in upon the church every immoi'ality, and 
make it the rece2:)tacle of drunkards, thieves, liars, adulterers, 
and murderers. Yet many, and even ministers of the gospelj 
give the text such a construction. 

3. The error of such persons is in using the field as the 
churchj whereas Christ uses the field to designate the tvorkl. 
See verse 38: ^'Thc field is the world." God had made tlio 
world good and pure. By the temptations of Satan, imw 
fell ; and at that time, under Satan's influence, many were 
annoying Christ and his followers. Some of these felt as 
James and John did — hke calling down fire from heaven to 
consume the enemy. Christ said, " Let the tares and the 
wheat grow together let the wicked continue to live in tlie 
world, as well as the righteous, and by the example of a pure 
churcli, a consistent walk on your part, and the saving efficacy 
of my Spirit, many of these wicked persons may be converted. 
If not, at the judgment day I will gather all together, and 
" those that do iniquity will ! cast into a furnace of fire : thi^i'o 
shall be wailing and gnashing of teeth. • Then shall the riglit- 
eous shine forth as the stars in the kingdom of their Father." 
Verses 41-43. 

Seventh Ohj. — Again, it is said Christ communed, contin- 
ued fellowship with Judas ; and wo may with equal propriety 
commune with slaveholders. 

1. We ask, Woidd the apostles have continued fellowsliip 
with Judas after the overt act^ had he survived it ? Would 
you, reader? Would a single denomination now existing ho 
willing to retain him in their fellowship, still in heart and 
practice a devil," as the Scriptures dccLare, and as the oh' 
jector supposes him to be ? Is the church the place for known 

devils," having already committed the act of betrayal and 
murder ? 

2. As we cannot see into the hearts of men, Christ gave 
us as a rule, tluit we sliould a tree hy its fruits — ^^judu'o 
men by their overt acts ; and gave no nde for excluding ;iny 
man called brotlier, unless he is actually l'"uiltv of teachiu:.*; 



OBJECTIONS ANSWEKJiD. 



55 



soDie corrupt doctrine, or living in some immoral practice. 
Now, Judas was not doing either of these when Christ com- 
muned with him. He was not yet an offender ; and as such 
iieitlier the civil nor the divine laAv would discipline him. 
Hence Christ did not. The case is then no justification to 
those who are eating with — fellowshipping — -the actual and 
deliberate extortioner. With such, we are positively com- 
manded " not to eat" 

Eighth Obj\ — Perverting Scripture again, the objector 
savs : " Let a man examine himself, and so let him eat." 
1 Cor. xi. 28. The objector uses this passage to teach that 
overy man is to judge of his own fitness to commune or have 
fellowship in the church ; and that if he eats condemnation 
to liis own soul, it is none of our business. The passage is 
very often so used in our country, and as a reason, particularly, 
wliy we should make no distinction between those who are 
slaveliolders and those vAio are not. We reply : 

I. Such a construction would destroy all discipline for ani/ 
otTense whatever. 

9. There is not a church, nor perhaps a church member, 
iliat understands the text as teaching the doctrine assumed 
by the objector. No one will allow a brother who has be- 
come a gambler, counterfeiter, adulterer, or acknowledged 
nuirdcrer, to have fellowship with them. They will not let 
siK-h bo their own judges. They do discipline such, 

3. The apostle never intended the wwcls of the text to bo 
so construed. He wrote them for a wholly different purpose, 
a> any man can see by reading the connection in which they 
?u'e \ised. The church at Corinth, in imitation of pagan rites 
and ceremonies, out of which they had just emerged, and 
with which they were yet daily surrounded, had converted 
the Eucharist into a Bacchanalian feast — a feast of gluttony 
and drunkenness. See verses 20-23. They were not par- 
taking of this feast in a spiritual manner, and for spiritual 
pni'j)osos ; not using the emblems simply as a remembrance 
ot what Christ had done and was still doino^ for them ; but 
they wore partaking of it in a vain, sensual, and most irrever- 
ent manner ; " not eating the Lord's supper," (verse 20 ;) 
^'not discerning the Lord's body," (verse 29.) Now, to cor- 
?"cct this sensual and irreverent manner of celebratino- the 
^^ord s supper, in which " one was drunken and another hun- 
giy ," (see verse 21,) the apostle penned the text under con- 
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sideration, and not for tlie purpose of saying tliat oacli man 
should be Lis own judgo wlictlicr he should come to tlio 
Lord's table or not, Not for this, but to correct an erroi' in 
this mcumcr of celebrating the Eucharist or Lord's supper: 
as though he had said, " See to it, that when you come to cel- 
ebrate the Lord's supper, you celebrate it not in this profane, 
irreverent, and sensual manner." Let a man examine both liis 
motives and his acts in coming to or partaking of this ordi- 
nance. 'To ■ construe the words of the text as the objector 
does, would make the apostle contradict himself ; for in a 
preceding chapter he expressly says, "AVith drunkards, liar?, 
fornicators, covetous persons, and extortioners, no, not to cat." 

Mnih Ohj, — Does the objector again say, If tliis be true, 
then we must leave the State and the world; go where no 
slaveholders or extortioners are " ? We reply : The apostle 
has answered this objection, and if the objector was a careful 
i-eader, he would liave seen it. ]3y the phrase " not to 
cat," as used in 1 Cor. v. 11, the apostle means that wo 
should not have Christian fellowship — ecclesiastical connec- 
tion ; see verse 13 : "Therefore put away from among your- 
selves that wicked person." In verse 10, he says he jneans 
not that we shoulcl not have common intercourse with the 
men of this world, " then we must needs go out of the worl«l." 
But if a man that is called a brother be a fornicator, or an 
extortioner, with such an one have no Christian fellowship. 
You may exhort him, labor to convince him of his error; and 
though you feel kindly to him.^ and desire him to be I'eclaiincd 
from his error, yet you must obey God, and respect his ch in ch 
and his religion too much to consent that tliey shall bi.' so 
lowered and corrupted as to sanction the immorality, i'or 
thereby you will destroy the standard of rights and take 
aw^ay the very 'poiuer to inirify society ; and really do llic 
extortioner an iujimj, by deceiving him with the idea tliat 
slaveholding is consistent with piety and ultimate sah alion. 

7'enth Ohj. — Again the objector says : " The Scrii'tnrcs 
teach us to mark them that cause divisions ; divisions aie 
therefore wrong ; union, is desirable." ]3ut notice ! you du not 
cpiote all the text. The apostle says : " iMark them that caiiso 
divisions contrary to the doctrine ye have learned." h*-^" 
mans xvi. lY. 

1. If this text means what the objector desires to teach, it 
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forbids any and all separation, even from mystic Babylon, and 
clashes with tliat text which says, " Cojno out of her, my peo- 
ple." It forbids even that the Protestants should have come 
uut from the iionian Catholic Church. ]3ut the objectoriaust 
s,.'C bettor by this time — that his ]')ositiou proves too much. 

'J. '.riio apostle had a very dili'orent object in. view from 
that of condeumiiig' those who were coming out from g-ross 
iminoraHties, to foi-m a pure cliurch. lie wished to coudemu 
those Judaizing teachers of his ago, wlio were making par- 
ties /by //ic' .w.^'d of gain ; "who counted gain g'odlincss 
wIkj "served their own bellies see verse 18. The apostle 
]i;id himself come out from the Jewish church, and was es~ 
tal'Hshiiig a new^ one, and in other places had connnaiided 
lliat, even under the new dispensation, we arc to vvithdraw 
from those that widk disorderly." 

o. The apostle having taught Christians to mark them 
tliat cause divisions contrarii to the ch3ctrinc thcv have 
leariiL'd, and himself having taught that it was wrong to eat 
with the "extortioner" and " nianstealer," those who fellow- 
shijt the manstealer and the extortioner are the persons com- 
])0>iiigaiid keeping itT) i\\<i (Yixmom^ contrary to tltc doctrine 
li.c h<j6 lau(/]ur Such persons are the schismatics' and on 
i!i;.*m rests the responsibility. The tables are tui'ned. 

We are in favor of union, much more than now^ exists. 
AVo woukl bo in favor of rer[nii'ing a ]">rofession ordy of those 
riuctrincs essential to salvation, making the articles of belief 
as f.'W as possible, and administer the rite of bajitism either 
by immorsiou or by sprinkling, as the convert or appficant 
honestly believes the Word of God rerpaires. We would 
not trammel a brother's conscience in non-essentials, in order 
that he sliould comply with our view, when, as all admit, 
Uui\- is ground for honest diifereace of opinion, and that 
'iiuAc is not essential. 

AV'e are not schismatics, but in favor of the most liberal 
basis whicli the Bible allows; and every denomination em- 
bracing the essential doctrines of Christianity coulcl imite 
\viih us. And it wouKl be better tliat thriy should lot go 
many of tbe:ir distinctive non-essentiais, unite on those points 
v'ssca lial to Christian fiith and Christian practice, and pi"e- 
siatt a strong and broad front for truth and righteousiu'ss. 
l>''it to lowor the conditions of mcnib .-i-.shi]) so as to take in 
tii(.> covetous, the id.>latei', the exlortionoi', the mansteak'r, is 
i.el charity, but reckless rcb.'llion :iga,in.st Cod's commands; 

"A- 
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corrupts the f tmdamental principles of Christianity; open,^ 
the floodcratcs of vice, and tears down the distinction between 
the church and the world. Tliev are the enemies of tlio 
church, the scliismatics, Nvho do this. 

Elevcnih Ohj. — Others, again, perverting the dc^^^ign oi 
Scripture, say: '^We must be subject to the powers tliai 
1)0." What they mean by this mangled quotation from 
ilom. xiii. 1 is, that the laws of the land have sanctioned 
slavery, and we Christians must not oppose these laws, but 
let the relation of master and slave alone until legislators 
shall clioose to repeal the existing laws. This objection is 
oi'tcn raised in. our land. We reply : 

1. The laws require no man to buy slaves ; nor do they 
prevent him from emancipating those he now ow^ns; nor do 
they forbid liberty of speech or of the press to non-sl;ive- 
holders and others in opposing slavery; but guarantee to all 
lil)erty of speech and the press in the most explicit torni,^ 
See present Constitution of Kentucky, article x. section 1. 

2. The text, correctly quoted, was never designed to teacli 
that we should refrain from rehgious duty, because human 
govermuents may oppose. On the other hand, the Scriptures 
plainly teach that we are not to obey human governments 
when they conllict with conscience — when they require acts 
eithei' impious or immoral. Thus the three Hebrew children 
refused to bow down to Nebuchadnezzar s u'olden iinaii'c, 
though commanded to do so by the laws of the land. The 
Hebrew midwives refused to put to death the male children, 
thouLi'h the kino- jiad commanded it. And when the Sail- 
hedrim — " the powers that be" — commanded Peter ai:d 
Jolin to speak no more in the name of Jesus, they re])licfl, 
"Whether it b^ ri^dit in the siu'ht of God to hearkei^ 
mito you mr)re than unto God, judge ye." Acts iv. 
19. The text, then, construed so as to harmonize with 
ollx'r Scn])tu]'C'S, means only that we are to be obedient to 
human governments when they coincide with Divine govern- 
ment — do not itit'.'rtere with r('lii>-ions or moral duties, 'io 
this the context, agrees, when it declares that rulers aro to he 
a terroi' to (^vil doers, and that they are to be tlie ''ministers 
of g<)!)d t(^ those who do right." See verses ;> and 4. 

'I'ho question to bo settled by the apostle was not whether 
we slu.,>ul:.l in (ill cases oi) 'V ruicrs, even when they stof.v.l oj)- 
posed to religious duty. This point had been settled. Ihit 
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Judaizing teacliers having taiiglifc that Cliristians, being in 
allegiance to God, ought not to obey heatlicn or idoUitroiis 
governments in any thing, this error the apostle corrected, 
by enjoining the general principle of obedience, declaring 
tliat government is of Divine appointment; and, ruling in 
their appropriate sphere, rulers are to be obeyed. But this 
obedience to government is not, from what we have seen, to 
be so construed as to hinder us from doino' dutv to God or 
to man. 

0. These objectors do not suppose that their obedience to 
the powers that be" is to be so construed as to prevent them 

from acting in the temperance cause, and other questions of 
reform. Though dramselling is licensed by the laws of the 
land, yet they feel that neither individual Christians nor 
churches should sanction the practice ; that thc}^ arc at liberty 
k) speak against it, and refuse to give it fellowship. We should 
be careful that in our eagerness to find excuses to free us 
fruiVQ action and responsibility, we do not "steal the livery 
of heaven to serve the devil in." 

Tioclfth Oh], — Others say, " Slavery is a political matter, 
auil as such Christians have nothing to do with it." We 
ask : 

1. Have not Christians political rights and political duties 
as well as other people? And if so, is it not right to talk, 
write and read about these rights and duties, so that we may 
act intelligently and right ? 

2. Slavery is one of those sul.)jects which involve both a 
political and moral or relicjious question. It is political, 
because it involves a fundamental principle in human gov- 
ernment — personal hberty, and because governments have 
legislated upon it. . It also involves a moral or religious 
<|uestion, because it takes ;iway from man his dearest right — 
his right to personal ownership; it violates a fundamental 
iM'inciplc of God's rehgion, "Love to our neighbor as our- 
selves;" and it involves a positive duty on our part, "Ke- 
rnember tliosc in bonds as bound with them." Ileb. xiii. 3. 

Do unto others as you would they should do to you ;" and 
at the judgment day Christ will say to those who neglect his 
representatives or his creatures : "Inasmuch as ye did it not 
to one of the least of these my creatures, [tb.at is, as the con- 
t<'Kt shovfs, acts of mercy,] ye did it not to me. Depart, ye 
cursed, into everlasting lire, prepared for the devil and his 
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anf^-els." It is at the pcnl of our souls' snlvation to neglect 
to^'plead and labor for the oppressed. It is a religious duty 
to plead and to act. "Pure and undefiled religion," says 
James, "is to visit the fatherless and the^wldow in tlicir 
aftiiction, and to keep ourselves unspotted froni the ^vorld;' 
Every man knows that it is as much our duty to visit tlic 
motherless in their affliction, as the fatherless. 13ut the de- 
sign in the text is, to take specific cases, the fatherless and the 
w:low, as illustrations of a general princi[)le--mercy oi- lo\e 
— and thereby show that religion consists in two things : acts 

mercy to man, and purity before God; answering to what 
is taught in other places, that religion consists in love to God 
and love to man. To plead for the oppressed is then a 
7^eligious duty. 

3, Cluistians do not excuse themselves from duty or re- 
sponsibihty on other questions, merely because they may luivo 
also a political character or a^spect. The observance of the 
Sabbath, dramselling, adultery, theft, and murder, all these 
are political questio'ns ; the Legislatures have passed laws 
concerning them. But do Christians and churches plead 
tliat they have nothing to do wqth these questions, bccaib'j 
they are*^ political questions? Will the preachers be silent, 
and will the churches refuse discipline on these questions, 
l;)ecause tlic Legislatures have passed laws concerning them ? 
No! And they would not refuse to speak and act on this 
question of slavery, were it not for interest, fear of [Hiblic 
sentiment, or, with some, false notions of religious duty« 

Wo have frequently noticed tliat some of these preaeliers, 
lay memb 'rs, and whole cliurchcs, do not refuse action vrheii 
they have a chance to please public sei^timent — promote tlie 
interest of the master, and rivet tighter the cliains of tlic 
slave. We awfully fear that some of these Chi-istians arc not 
dealing faithfully with their own souls, as well as neglecting- 
God's poor. 

The religion of Christ, as illustrated by himself, makes it 
not our duty to pass by on the other side, as the priest and 
Levite did, but to go to the suflx}ring man, pour into h?s 
wounds the oil and the wine of comfort, place him U[>on uur 
own beast, take him to the inn, a place where liis v\-ants erni 
be supplied, tbrust our hands into our nacket'>^ and d^'iVay ex- 
])cnses, until ihe robbed and bruised man is hcah'd. Ihis 
the religion of Christ. Hence Jesus snid, Lave thy indglibn- 
as thysellV lience John saia. Whosu hath tins v/orkro 
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ffoo^^, [money, food, privilege of voting and cliaiiging laws 
in church or state, freedom of speech, ttc.,] and fieetli liis 
Ivrotlier have need, and shuttetli up his bowels of compassion 
iVoin him, liov/ dwcUeth the love of God in him f llow can 
]if! !)t! a Christian? Wherefore: "Mv little children, let us 
love in w^ord^ neither iu tongue ; but in deed and in 
irulh." 

Tlurlccnih OoJ. — " Well,'' says another, "I believe slaveiy 
is a oTcat sin, and that the chiu'ch ought not to fellowship it; 
hilt those divisions and discussions cause so much fuss and 
u| (position, that I think they do more harm than good : 
prace is best." 

Ti'ue, peace is best ; but to bo Lasting, and acceptable to 
God, it must be on riglU 2^rlnciplcs. James says, '•Ttie ^vi3- 
d'jiii which is from above is firtit pure, then 'pcaccahlc — full 
of iiivrcy and [food fmits^ witliout and without 

liypocrisy," James iii. 17. But to sustain churches ])rac- 
lisiiiii; or sanctioning " the most atrocious of all evils," "the 
siua of all villanics" — manstealing, cxtoi'tion, adultery, and 
finiication — is this " purity^ "? is this the wisdom sent down 
fi'«.>ni abf.)ve, and recorded in I Cor. v. 10, 11, 13, and 1 Tim. 
i. 10 i IJrother, good as are your intentions, and much as 
Villi think it religion, it is the prompting of seliish ease^ the 
policy that cries, ''A little more folding of the h:mds to 
— of the sloth that sleeps well fed from the mangled 
carca-sscs of others. 

\cs, reader, at the present time, in our own State, and in 
all ih'o States of the South, the slave-cotlies may b'o seen 
iii.'irciiing ill sad procession along our highways. The groans 
or innocent men and women, sold by members of our churches, 
iiiay h,' heard in our prisons, and the clanking of their ch.ains 
ill oirr streets. And vou need but read the iournals of the 
uay, or op>cn your eyes aiid look around you, to be convinced 

tli:j fact. And all this w^ithout a. sini'-le word of rebuke or 
'■(•IniiMiition from the churches. Yes, brother, vour ea^■<^ is 
'"'iiiA'iit l>y the smothered L^-oans of fathei's, the wailing- of 
'^I'^thf-rs, and the shrieks of injiocent chihiivn — the ci'u-hi d 
(.)f three millions of slaves, and the danmation of mas- 
^'T.-, luistresses, sons, imd daughters, tormenting each other 
^'"'h death-groans. AV^ill you ask for peaci.'. upon such 
^' 'adil i(,)!is ] 

And do you expect to eX|)el such an enemy without a 
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struggle? Can you extract a tooth of many fangs -witliout 
pain, or dig up the sturdy oak of the forest without blows.? 
And wlien an institution like American slaveiy lias shot its 
roots deep, entwined around the interests and prejudices of 
men,- pervading every department of society, intrenclicd l.>o- 
hind law, feignedly sanctioned by religion, and hallowed bv 
time, are we to expect such an institution to be removed witli- 
out coramotlou ? Those who do, declare at once their own 
faint hearts, or a want of reflection. Let not our ecclesia>tical 
bodies any longer boast of the ease withwhicli tlu^.y disposed 
of tlie claims of tliree millions of slaves ; of the lullabys tlyy 
sung, and the harmony they enjoyed in rejecting the piteous 
cry of the poor bondman. 

There were those in olden time who cried, " Peace, peac', 
when there was no peace." And shall a Christian nov/ itsk 
for peace when the stone out of the wall and tlie beam out of 
the timber is ready to cry out ; when the public n)iiid is 
suro'iuix like a troubled ocean, and the crash of fallinix churches, 
daubed with untem].)ered mortar, is like the sound of a coin- 
ing earthquake ? He is a faint-hearted physician that caiiiioi 
probe the wound to the bottom, and bring out the festering 
cause. 

Also, the Saviour has tokl us that he "came not to send 
peace, but a sword." Matt. x. 34. That is, although the 
gospel itself is pure and gentle in its tendencies, yet tlinsf, 
practising iniquitous systems, or wrongs of any kind, will oj^- 
pose it, even to the sundering of father and son, mother and 
daughter. See verse : "And a man's foes shall be tlioy 
of his own liousehold." But mark : " He that loveth father 
or mother more than me, is not worthy of me ; and he that 
loveth son or daughter more than me, is not wortliy of ine." 

And let us consider the example of Christ, wlio left the 
peace and glory which he had with the Father, came d<>^vll 
to earth, and in his labors of doing good, suliered priv:itinii, 
liardship, persecution, and shame. Yes, " the cliastimncni 
our peace was upon him." And shall not we, who havf 
freelv rec dved, freelv nive? 

So lon.g as we wear the name of Christ, of Christian, l''^ 
us blush for shamo, if vvc ever again ask for ])eace whilst a 
single slave piteously groans beneath the gaihng yoke ur tli" 
clankinii; chain. 

Foiu'tccntli Ohj, — Again the objector says : " I do not 
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a'-^rce wltli my cliurcli and my preaclier in their pro-slavery 
vfows and practice ; but then I must not give up all else in 
my church for the sake of getting clear of this one evil." 

'l. Then God Avas wrong in requiring his people to come 
out of mystical Babylon. The members of that churcli 
could h.'ive used the same objection which the objector uses^ 
and with the same propriety. 

2. Wliat is there in your church peculiarly excoMent and 
mciilial to salvation, which you cannot iind in churches not 
slaveliolding ? Perhaps the distinctive feature or excellence 
i< die doctrine of election and reprobation, or the opposite 
doctrines ; or the rite of baptism in some particular form — 
a.s by immersion or sprinkling ; a talented preacher or wealthy 
and large churches; or something of the kind. Are any of 
time eswitial to salvation? And will you suffer a gross 
innnorality to be ])i'actised by your church and to be taught 
hy youi" preacher — a fundamental jyvinciple of Clmsttanitj/ 
to be violated ? Will you see souls around you deceived with 
a corrupt religion, and sent down to hell ? — for drod says no 
tixtortionor shall enter the kino-dom of heaven. Will vou sec 
tiui church crippled in Iier energies, the cause of God lan- 
guishing? "Will you. by your influence, uphold the wrong, 
aud withhold it from, those who you admit are struggling 
for essential truth ? Will you see and sanction by your fel- 
lowship the bondage of Christ in the least of Ids creatures, 
and the sale of the temple of the Holy Ghost for a price, 
rather than give up your little non-essentials? 

iVnd suppose your preacher, or your church, or both, should 
teach til at idolatry is right, and quote the example of Rachel 
and L'-ah, with their fl-ither's household gods, — sup})ose they 
>]iould toi-ich that drunkenness is right, and quote the exam- 
pi*' ('f [lions .N"oah, — suppose they should teach that [idultcry 
''iiid fornication arc right, and quote the example of Davicl, Lot 
"uid his daugliters, — they could do this, and bring you, just 

tlioy do for slaveholding, perverted "liible arguments.'* 
^\ hat would you do, brother — sister ■ AYonld you not ex- 
cian)i, ''Awful! preposterous! a ]>lain violation of God's 

<.'rd I Can a man love God with nil the heart, and liis neisi'li- 
as himself, and do these things? An essential ]>rinci{>lo 
oi <,rod\s religion is struck down ! T must not sanction such 
;i tliiiio' for a moment! How can I meet my God in peace, 
H 1 do i My little matters of taste I ]nnst give up, to save 

tuudamental principle." Ah ! and is not slaveholding fts 
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plainly a violation of the fundamental principle of God'.-? 
I'eligion — love — as idolatry or adultery ? h it not a con t(.'i iij.it 
for God, a want of love, when wo load bis innocent in);l^^■ 
with chains, and ba,rter the temple of the Holy Ghost for ;i 
price ? And is it not a violation of love to our neigii!>>r, 
v/lieii v/e })hindcrfroni hiui I'is dearest rights — right tu hinh 
Self, his wife, his child ? Yea, even to sanctivon it by our 
felUnviiJup^ thong] I we do not the deed directly; yet wc 
others to do it by our sanction and presence. Eeachjr, you 
liold, whilst the master beats and robs. Go read M;U,tli'-\Y 
xxii. 37-40; Luke x. 25-37 ; Isaiah i. 27; ii. 1, 0-lG; 1 
Cor. xiii.; 1 John iii. 17, 18. The deed, the action^ is ww^- 
sary, as evidence of love. And will yon suffer an es;^cnti;il 
])rinciplo of God's religion to be strnck down, ratlicr tlmu 
give n[) your little matters of taste or prejudice — these iioii- 
essentials ? Did all men do as you do, reform ivould 'never 
be acconipUsluul . The talents would be hid in a napkin, ;uid 
the enemy would continue to make encroachments aftor I'n- 
encroachments, until tiiie religion would be driven from cartlt. 
]31essed will it be for you, dear readei', if you can say as Klij.ili 
to Iiis God: "I am jealous for thy word." 

And are you doing duty to the slave ? Suj">pose you were 
in bonds, held by that church, or by that minister; or your 
mother, your husband, your vvife or your child were in hoii'ls, 
jicld bv that church; woidd vou feel that you musto-lve vour 
name and means to uphold that church, or that minislor, in 
doing the work — robbing the poor enslaved mother, and pi-r- 
vertin<»" the rcliu'ion of vour G-od ? Yea, if the church nieni- 
bers were silent in view of the outrages done in the name oi 
religion, would you uj)hold them ? jNo, you would not. Th<*ii 
do as you would be done by, 

Fifteenth Ohj\ — Says another: Say what you will, T ain 
not going to lea^'e my church." These were the words of ;i 
beloved brother, who has been for many vears mourning' ov< i" 
tht"' condition of the slave, and has long been rcg'U'ded as an 
anti-slavery man. IJis expression is the sentiment of nianv 
others; and when put in ]>iain English, runs thus: I kiiow 
there are other churche;> free from the sin of siavohoMii!,:', 
and churehv-.s holding in other respects tlie s;nne fundaint'iit:ii 
doctrines that my own does, and churches in whose coiiU' e- 
tion 1 should not have to alter niv relio-ious belief, nor niv 
])ractice, an iota; yet 1 have had such happy se;isons in my 
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ciiiirci), or it k so orthodox, or fio ofiicieiit and larixo, that 
ilioiiL^h I have to fellowship slaveholdinix, one of the worst of 
c,;.i^__;-ts Wesley said, 'the sum of all viilanies' — and thoiio-ji 
hi>t of my example is \\j)o\\ the neck of the ]x>or slave, 
and tii(jUL;"h I liave to fellowship those \Yho bind my Saviour 
ill ilu) ])orson of his poor, yet I cannot give up my church." 
The diluculty vvith such is, that they love "ism" — tlieir de- 
ii.tuiiiKition — more than rio'hteousncss, and thev are takin<); 
];:ip])V seasons, or supposed ortliodoxy, as evidences of religion, 
iiisti'ad of true love and obedience. 

This love of "ism," together with prejudice and fear of 
I'uhiic sentiment, kee|)s thousands from obeying God in com- 
out from fellowship of the ini(|uity. 

S'xicen'h Ohj. — Anotlier says: "I desire to be connected 
v.ilh a non-slaveholding church, but there is none convenient, 
and I wwwi a place for myself and my family to go to on 
Sahi)ath ; and the cliurch I am connected with is a vciy 
orderly, Sal.)batli-obscrving churcl), [so were the Jews; but 
tli''ir luaids vjcre full of blood^''^ and though they liad their 
asserablies, God would not hear their prayers, until 
tii.y tinned to the work of relieving the oppressed, Isairdi 
i. 13-17,] and the preacher preaches sound doctrine in other 
I'^-j'Ccts, and says many good things." Yes; .and the same 
lai^'ht bo said of many Pagan or i\fohammedan churches. 
Th':y might be ordei'ly in many things, their assemblies 
s<)!>'inn, and their priests mi<'-ht sa\^ many excellent thing's, 
:Vi!d ui the next breath strike a fatal blow at a fundamental 
|".';iit, oi', by example, ]>i"opagato a most dangerous and (^od- 
disiionoring doctrine. Would you feel that, by your prese]^,ce 
."ind lUijinljership, you ought to sustain such, even if Iherc 
V'rre no Ckrislia?i churches loiiMn a thousand miles of yoii ? 
\\ uuld you f.:el that such churches were sate nurseries foi'your 
lairiiiies', witli minds not yet fully instructed in the true prin- 
c;|»k's of religion ? " Evil communications corrupt good man.- 
ii' i'--. ' False doctrines may taint the youthful mind. And, 
tiiliL-r, brother, if you sliadi train your family in a slav(diold- 
iiii;' and slave-despising church, anrl y(nu' children sh-dl indjibo 
'-'onidnpt for labor and for God's |)0i.)r, s|)urning meekness 
'i!id t)ve, the essenti;ils of Christianitv. blame no orie but 
vuur uwn folly. You 7na?/ possibly esca}"»e as Lot, b\it your 
k-'ici v.-i!l be wruno- vv'ith anoaiish as vou behold vour sons 
'^^'ad sonsdu-law laugh at your exhortations "as one that 



OBJECTIONS ANSWERED. 



mocked and, though you may drag from the flames two 
daugliters, it may be with hearts corrupted and habits ruined. 
" Escape for thy hfe." Better that you should make your 
church-connection in New- York or New-Orieans, if you can 
find a pure church there, and make pilgrimages once a year, 
and give your name and inthience for truth and righteousness, 
and thus let your light shine, rather tlian uphold that which 
corrupts God's Word, enfeebles the church, curses your coun- 
try, and endangers the spiritual safety of your family. Let 
your example be luliolly for truth and righteousness -whilst 
you do live, even if you have to boar heavy crosses in doino- 
it. Your crown at last will be bright, if you are faithful 
until death ; and, should you be a martyr for truth, it will ho 
enouo'li — oh ! it will be enouofh at last to wear the white robes 
of righteousness, and wave the pahns of victory. 

Seventeenth Obj. — Does the objector again say : " I am. 
daily praying for a pure church, and will join one so soon as 
God in his providence shall raise one up, convenient to mc— - 
in our nei^'hborhood " ^ 

Well, brother, it is right that you should pray. "We doubt 
not the efficacy of prayer. And Cromwell doubted not the 
efficacy of prayer ; and yet he saw the duty of using means. 
On the nio'ht before the memorable battle of -Dunbar, the 
rain w^as descending in frequent showers ; the enemy had 
hedged him in on all sides, and were more than double his 
number, and had the advantage in many respects. Ho had 
decided that on the morrow the decisive battle must be foug"l\t. 
Uiniself a praying man, he said to his soldiers, many of whom 
were seen in groups praying: "Pray — ^wd iviihal keep the 
poioder dryr That is, pray for God's blessing, and use 
necessary means. And with the blessing of God, and dry 
powder, he wdii])ped the enemy and took near half of ihcni^ 
as prisoneis. Now, reader, if you. will also use the mccm^ if 
you \vill come out, and induce one or more to come wntli yon, 
and band yourselves tocfether, determinino- to stand for truth 
and righteousness, you will have a minister. God ni his 
providence Avill send you one. Do the deed, and spread 
your hands abroad ; let your tuants be hioivn, and there will 
be ministers to feed you. Yes, there are now ministers wh'>-e 
hearts arc achino; for the chance to travel muddv road-, t() 
bullet tlie storm, and use plain fare, that they may meet sucii 
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spirits. Yes, if little bands will rise up here and there, cir- 
cuit-riding will become still more common. 

Many ministers will object, " If I come out, my sphere of 
influence will be small, confined to little handfuls here and 
there, with perhaps not more than twenty to a hundred hear- 
ers. iS^ow, I have a large church, with active members, [the 
riiarisGCS were active, and made proselytes, and " devoured 
Y/idows' houses,"] and I am connected with a large and inthi- 
entinl denomination ; surely I can do more in my present 
connection, though I am connected with slaveholding churches ; 
otherwise niy inBuence would bo very hmited." Yes, we are 
often infatuated with a show of numbers^ and our self- 
rioiiloous hearts pleased, and consciences relieved, by a big 
sacrifice, as an atonement for our rebellion. Tlius Saul thought 
to atone for his reheUioi by offei'ing a big sacrifice. IJut 
Samuel replied : " To obe]/ is better than sacrifice , and to 
Ik'urken, than the fat of rams." Rich sacriticcs compensate 
not for neglected duty. Better to build on a small scale, arid 
ewn not build at all, than build up error — a buhvark against 
truth. And what is your intluenco now, brother, however 
extended, but to build up a churcli either practising or sanc- 
ti'inino,' iniquity ? And all the t;ilents you may have, and all 
tile piety and extended organization which you may gather 
an>und you, will only render your influence the greater 
I'll' vrror^ and the stronger cigainst those who may be labor- 
iiiu' for the truth. The world will say to such, " Sure all your 
for tlie purity of God's Word and chui'ch, and all your 
>y]iip;uhy for the slave, must be Avrong. See that talented 
Hiul })ious preacher, with his large and flourishing church ; 
hi'«loe.s not teach and act as you do; you must be in erroi*." 

Ill us, dear brother, your talents and extended iniluence 
'i'''0u the side of evil. You may feel tliat to leave the fine 
chuR-h editice that you occu]'>y, and the large audiences that 
y"'i havo, and to preach about in private dwellings, school- 
''•"U>es, or some out-house, propped up on all sides, as the old 
'iKijh.'l at Wittenberg, where Luther began, and to get your 
■^I'pj'Ort just as you can catch it — this, you may feel is a 
• 'ij'ii! and hazardous business. True, it is the day of small 
^''j'SiU'S hut it should not be despised. And why should not 
y"!i h''ar ;i part in tlie struggle? Did all men act as you, 
'"'•'''■n would never be accomplished. We know ministers 
hurden(.'d souls for truth, .ar.d the slave caused them to 
'-'4' n'oia the old organizations ; but, finding their spheres 
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of influence too limited," as tlioy said, Lave gone back. Al: I 
many, like Erasmus, liave conscience enough to feel the evil, 
but not courao'o enouo'h to brave tlie storm. 

And the same persons have said, I must have hrcii.l 
for my family ; the new organizations are too small to 
yield me a support." Yes, many yet must walk by sio-jn, 
and not by faith. Do you suppose, dear reader, that if you 
entered into the work with j^^our whole soul, determining u.i 
do your part, showing, by your economy and industry, your 
zeal for the truth, and your willino-ness to bear hardskip m 
a good soldiei', that God would not raise up friends to help 
you ? 'J\[ore surely than that God feeds the ravens of th'j 
valley, will he feed you. It cannot be otherwise. God will 
raise up friends who will love to liclp such ministers ; an>l 
God will water the souls of those who honor him bv trusliiiL:', 



